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Affirming at Knox

Next Steps

Wednesday June 13 @ 7:30 pm

Sunday June 17 @ 1:00 pm

Mondays @ 7:00 - 8:30 pm

Healing Ministry

Knox Events
Thanks to everyone who helped us get through 
all of our events in May! It was very busy and 
we couldn't have done it without you. Looking 
forward to seeing some of you at the Calgary 
Organ Festival. Please see the Organ Festival 
insert  for volunteer opportunities. 

The month of May was subdued.  We 
continued with the Monday Nights 

oral readings of Energetic Boundaries 
by Cindy Dale. As we sat reading out 
loud, our thoughts and beliefs were 
challenged. To think that we could 

The Affirming Churches of Calgary will be 
meeting here at Knox. Various topics will be 
discussed, including the Affirming Churches’ 
involvement in the Calgary Pride Parade and 
Pride Week events.

The Knox Affirming Committee will be meeting 
after church to discuss the Pride Parade and 
other events.

impact each other without saying a word seemed hard to grasp 
at times. As we explored and uncovered why we felt either 

energized or emotionally drained by being with some people, 
the concept became believable. We forged ahead, and our oral 
skills improved.  If you would like to join us as we read together, 

please contact the Healing Ministry.
 

On May 27, we tried something new, a Heart to Heart 
Meditation dyad exercise described by Dr Brugh Joy in his 
book, Joy’s Way:  A Transformational Journey.  One of the 
purposes of this exercise is to experience giving/receiving 

unconditional love with another person. After completing the 
exercise some of the comments from the participants were: 
they felt an inner peace and calmness.  A participant saw a 

beautiful white light. 

Sundays @ 10:05 am

The Healing Ministry will be hosting several short experiences 
before services in the up coming weeks in June. Get curious 

and come join us at 10:05 am.
 

Sundays @ 9:30 am & 12 noon

We offer Bio-Energy treatments on Sundays before (9:30 am) 
and after service (Noon).  We are experiencing a demand for 
our services, so call ahead and book by contacting the office 

email healingministry@knoxunited.ab.ca

Are you relatively new to Knox? Are you looking 
to get more involved, or take a step further 
into the community here? If so, then Next 
Steps is for you. Next steps is a four-evening 
exploration of the practice of Christian faith 
and community life, and how we are hoping 
to embody these here at Knox. We'll meet in 
the Library, Monday nights in June from 7:00 
pm - 8:30 pm. The process definitely works best 
if you can be present for all of the sessions. If 
you are interested, please contact Sue in the 
church office at 403-269-8382. This is also a 
good process for people seeking membership 
at Knox.



A Message 
From Dave

One of the benefits of illness is time 
to reflect, and I have been thinking 
about all that is going on at Knox, 
and my part in it, of late. There is a 
lot happening! Maybe too much, but 
that seems to be characteristic of 
the times we are living in. But I spent 
quite some time asking myself if all 
that is happening at Knox is, in fact, 
following the call of God. Are we 
faithfully discerning God’s call?  

The more I think of it, and the more 
deeply we enter into this Next 
1100 Days, the more I think we are 
following a faithful course. In fact, I 
think our four initiatives have turned 
out to be even more significant than 
we thought at the beginning. 

Initiative one is about becoming 
a more relational church. Real 
community is our goal, rather than 
a functional institution. As I reflect, 
I realize that I crave something 
that is much more and deeper 
than simply a friendly church that 
is doing significant things. I crave a 
spiritual community, a transformative 
community, in which we share our 
struggles with one another and 

Well, I am very glad to be back at work!  Between a much needed 
holiday, and then pneumonia, and then Conference meetings, it feels 
like I have been gone a long time. 

encounter a loving and challenging 
God together. In order to do this we 
must know one another, share our 
stories and our challenges with one 
another, and prove trustworthy and 
supportive of one another. We must 
know each other at the level of our 
faith – and that is an unusual depth of 
community indeed.  

Initiative two – working to become a 
post-colonial church – is the initiative 
about which I get the most push-
back. “But we’re not colonial!” 
people say to me. “That was a long 
time ago!” And indeed, the roots of 
colonialism go back a long way. The 
church’s alliance with political power 
goes back to Emperor Constantine 
and the fourth century; the British 
and French colonization of what is 
now Canada took place over 100 
years ago. But Canada is founded 
as a colony – a land administered 
by a foreign country for its own 
benefit – and at least some of our 
laws still reflect that colonial reality. 
The Indian Act still treats the First 
Nations as if they are not competent 
to manage their own affairs, as if 
they are a lesser people than the 

white colonists. The land we occupy 
was taken without consent from the 
people who originally occupied and 
stewarded it. And a colonial hangover 
is still all over our Christian heritage:  
a hierarchy of religions, a Eurocentric 
mindset, a Western technological 
bias, racist and sexist hierarchies… It 
is very, very hard to see colonialism in 
ourselves, but once seen, it cannot be 
unseen.  

More than ever, I believe that 
finding a more authentic, Christlike 
Christianity – a way of being Christian 
that has lost its racism, and sexism, 
that identifies with the poor as 
much as the powerful, that sees 
Christ in the other, that loves and 
respects Creation – is THE essential 
reformation of our time.  

Well, and now I am out of space.  
More on the other two initiatives 
another time. Suffice to say at this 
time that I believe we at Knox are 
very much in the middle of what 
God is doing here and now, and that 
makes me very excited indeed.  

-- Dave

" "

I believe that finding a way of being Christian that is  
without racism and sexism,  that identifies with the poor as much as the powerful is  

THE essential reformation of our time.



Other 
News

The pipe organ at Knox stands out as something unique; 
a grand vision of the people of this church 100 years ago 
that continues to provide music for the church and the 
community.

Over a year ago, Knox was offered the pipe organ from 
Knox Metropolitan United Church in Edmonton. The 
organ was disassembled, carefully packed into a U-Haul 
truck and driven back to Calgary. The organ has been 
sitting in storage in the basement of Knox United Church 
and now the time has come to install it in the Antiphonal 
organ chamber, at the back of the sanctuary. 

While planning has been going on for months, the 
actual work began about three weeks ago. Completion 
is expected in the next three weeks. At that point, Knox 
will have 900 more pipes, added to its current count of 
5000. The larger palette of sounds will available from 
the main console, and from a second console, which will 
be located up in the gallery. These two consoles can be 
played separately or together, and either console can 
control the whole organ. This means we can have choirs 
or ensembles singing in the back gallery, and organists 
can play services, funerals and weddings from the back of 
the church, if desired. 

A Bit Bigger, A Bit Better

Knox is getting a new website design and a simpler 
URL to go with it. Stay tuned for the new kxcalgary.com 

website this month.

New Website

July newsletter deadline is June 24 with a July 1 
distribution date. If you’d like something to be included, 
please send your article in to the Knox office or contact 

Marlene Hielema.

July Newsletter

Equally exciting is that a valuable part of history from 
Knox Metropolitan Church in Edmonton will be preserved 
right here at Knox in Calgary. Coincidentally, our Reverend 
Dave Holmes grew up in Knox-Metropolitan United. Soon 
this organ of his past will become part of our future.

Stephen Miller,  
Organ Technician, Casavant 

Frères representative for 

Western Canada; Systems 

Designer for Solid State 

Organ Systems



Other  
News

Contributor’s Corner

–Josh Gordon

Good Morning Everyone!
A very busy year continues to tick by and it’s hard 
to believe that we’re already over a third of the 

way through 2018. The beginning of the year is a 
very busy time for the finance team. The required 

jobs include finalizing the budget, wrapping up last 
year’s finances, helping out with the AGM, assisting 

the auditors with the annual financials, filing our 
charitable return, and submitting our statistics to the 
United Church of Canada. All big tasks, but all vital. 

The good news is that our annual financial statements 
have been completed and we’re hoping to have a 

congregational meeting on June 17th to accept them 
(after I’m back from vacation!).

Year to date our donations are behind budget sitting 
at 89% of the year to date plan ($86,391 vs. $97,020). 

However, I’m not developing an ulcer on the topic 
quite yet! The first quarter of the year is traditionally 

our most challenging for donations. Traditionally 
many folks give in the last quarter of the year around 
the time of the stewardship campaign. Additionally, 
we actually out performed our donations in the first 
4-months of last year ($86391 vs. $83398) so thanks 

are in order! 
It can’t be said enough that everyone’s generosity is 
amazing and vital to continuing the mission of Knox! 
If you ever have any finance related questions please 

don’t hesitate to grab me for a chat!

The Easter Offering was designated to the Aboriginal 
Friendship Centre of Calgary.  Thank you for your 
offerings.  $1,157.34 was received.

The Aboriginal Friendship Centre of Calgary (AFCC) is a 
non-profit organization that provides Indigenous-based 
social, cultural, education, and employment sevices to the 
Aboriginal peoples of the Calgary Metropolitan area.  At 
the same time it contributes to the continued education 
of Indigenous cultures to the citizens of Calgary.

We value the work of the AFCC and want to support it in 
bringing people together and building strong community 
relations.

The Calgary Drop-In & Rehab Centre Society has sent a 
letter of appreciation to the congregation of Knox for its 
monthly donations of sandwiches for the clients there.  
Our donation helps in the DI's work "to make Calgary a 
kinder, more inclusive community."

Sandwich  Sunday is the last Sunday of each month 
and Knox members are invited to make a loaf of 
sandwiches which are delivered to the DI.  Staff there 
have commented on how delicious and substantial our 
sandwiches are.  Thank you for your support.

Mission & Outreach

Donations: 89% YTD Plan

Easter Offering

Sandwich Sunday


