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Church Management Commission
Tower Stone Restoration

The stone restoration on the South elevation of the tower 
continues apace with the completion expected to be in mid 
October. Since Knox is an historic resource of the Province 
and the City of Calgary, both governments are involved in 
the restoration work. They, along with consultation with Knox, 
help determine the type of repairs and stone replacements 
that can be used. Mortar strength, porosity and colour are 
all to be the same as for the original work. This all takes time 
and many interesting meetings between the Knox consultant, 
Alberta Heritage, Municipal Conservation and your Knox 
team of Chuck Curry and Keith Bacon. When completed, the 
Knox tower will again be the architectural highlight of the 
oldest Protestant denomination in Calgary. 

Restoration of the Narthex Doors

This summer and fall David Chalmers of Chalmers Heritage 
Conservation Ltd. is making a complete restoration of 
the inner and outer doors of the Narthex, 105 years after 
their original installation! And it’s long overdue. Anyone 
who has ushered for a worship service or concert in winter 
certainly knows how leaky these doors are. We hope that this 
restoration will address all of the problems and make them 
again a beautiful entrance for the church. In the next few 
weeks look at the result on the east Narthex door. Let us know 
what you think. 

Our grant applications pay off

Recently, Knox received a cheque from the Provincial 
Government in the amount of $17,300 for support of the cost 
of the consultation with BBStek Design Ltd. who detailed 
the scope of work for the stone masonry restoration and 
aided Knox in the bidding process for the work on the South 
elevation of the tower. We had applied for $25,000 and were 
happy to be funded so generously by the Province. This is 
recognition of the importance of Knox to the wider Alberta 
community.

On another application, we also expect to be rebated about 
$2500 for the re-lamping of our building with LED lighting last 
year. This comes from Energy Efficiency Alberta.

Feedback

Let us know how we are doing. If there is something you like, 
or something you think needs attention, or you have an idea 
about how to save energy, or see a safety issue, please tell us. 
Contact Chuck at chuckcurry40@gmail.com

Strategic Community  
Partnerships

Although there is still considerable work to be done 
before a partnership agreement between Inn From the 
Cold and Knox United Church can be finalized and a 
subsidized child care centre established in the lower 
level of the Annex, significant progress has been made.  
The month of August, in particular, saw Team members 
Keith Bacon, Andrew Fox and our architect (Anthony 
Cameron) especially busy.  The following list, although 
not a complete one, covers some of the work that was 
accomplished.  

Knox’s Development application was approved and 
the 21 day posting period passed without incident.

The structural engineer’s report and drawings were 
received for the new ac/heating unit on the annex 
roof to provide HVAC services to the lower level. 

Mechanical engineer’s report advises that water 
supply line from 6th Ave. is not adequate to supply 
water for a fire suppression system in the lower 
level (building code requirement).  Discussions are 
underway with the City re bringing the line in from 
4th Street.

Asbestos inspection/report on the areas that will be 
affected by new construction were completed and 
the report received.

“Nooners” have been moved from the Harris Room, 
which will be demolished, to the Board Room.

Inn From the Cold’s floor plans for their design of 
the space they propose to develop were received 
August 24th.  IFTC’s Executive Director has 
approved these plans and signed off on them.

An updated Real Property Report (RPR) has 
been completed and will be included in Knox’s 
application for a building permit.  It is expected 
that this application and supporting material will be 
submitted August 31st.

Two meetings have been held with IFTC’s Executive 
Director and Director of Finance re the term of 
the lease and amount of rent.  There is cautious 
optimism that we may be able to finalize these 
negotiations by mid to late September.

Stay tuned for further updates!



A Message 
From Dave

What in the world is going on here?

Let me get right to it. I’ve been hearing some murmuring 
lately! People are frustrated, worried, upset, and confused. 
I think I get it – there have been some quick (and possibly 
disturbing) changes over the summer, and I don’t think we’ve 
been very solid in our communication or even in our due 
process. So let me do my best to begin clearing things up.  

What’s been going on lately? 

1. First of all, let me say that it is more than okay to talk to 
me about this stuff. In fact, I think it is essential that you feel 
free to ask your questions, express your frustration or tell me 
what your issues are. This is probably the most stressful time 
in this 1100 Days process, when new ministries are beginning 
but are not yet established and successful. Please be 
constructive and as gracious as you can be, but also please 
let’s make sure our issues are on the table, and not in the 
background where they breed resentment. 

2. Sanctuary Coffee is up and running, but very quietly so  
far, so that we can establish our new staff, comply with health 
department requirements, and learn our craft. This first stage 
is a learning process, so we aren’t advertising widely yet. 
When all is ready, there will be a much more celebrated and 
public opening. In the meantime, it’s a bit like the proverbial 
duck: looks calm on the surface, but underneath we’re 
paddling like mad. It turns out starting a business is a pretty 
complex affair! We also have some decisions to make, and 
learning, around the use of the Sanctuary during the times 
the coffee shop is open.  

3. 10:30 worship, and Transition at Sanctuary Coffee.  
One of the biggest and most visible changes of late is that 
Greg is not very present on Sunday mornings at 10:30 (I am 
taking primary responsibility for this service) but he will, in 
the fall, be starting a second Sunday service in Sanctuary 
Coffee beginning at noon. For most in the congregation,  
it probably seems like this happened suddenly and without 
due process. I certainly think we could have done better with 
process and communication on this! The structure itself, and 
the second service, has been in the works for a long time. 
Transitions is a big part of what will make Sanctuary Coffee 
a placemaking ministry, more than just another coffee shop. 
The suddenness of the changes, and Greg’s stepping back 
from the 10:30 worship, is simply a matter of time and sanity. 
There is too much going on, and Greg and I are finding 
that we have to divide our responsibilities as much as we 

can. We will be working with Council and M&P to refine job 
descriptions and catch up with our process, over the next 
weeks and perhaps months, and so some adjustments may 
still be made.  

4. Scaffolding, stonework, Calgary Foundation loan, 
development of the Annex, new nominations process, 
capital campaign… This list is just to indicate that there 
is SO much else going on right now! The scaffolding out 
in front of the church enables restoration work on the 
sandstone exterior of the building. This is a complex and 
expensive process, part of our stewardship of this historical 
building, and we are being helped by both city and 
province. But it is still a major expense for us, and with the 
1100 Days initiatives, it makes our finances a challenge right 
now. We have negotiated a major loan from the Calgary 
Foundation to facilitate both this restoration work, and the 
development of the 1100 Days initiatives. Part of that is also 
a possible development of the lower level in the Annex, and 
we are nearing completion of a partnership agreement with 
the Inn from the Cold for new ministries in the Knox Hall. 
We are developing a new nominations process, to facilitate 
finding and developing new leaders, and we are working to 
build the foundation (and staff) for a major capital campaign 
to fund the latter stages of the 1100 Days and the stone 
restoration work.  

This is all big stuff – much more than most churches attempt. 
Sometimes I think we’re crazy to try this, but most of the 
time I am excited to be part of this kind of renewal process.  

I know many people feel like you’re in the dark, I know 
folks are worried about what is and isn’t going on. I think in 
part that’s simply where we are in the process – the work is 
hard and we have not yet seen the fruit of our labours. Yes, 
we’re also making some mistakes that cause some of these 
problems! We are also pretty much on track, in the most 
ambitious process I have ever heard of in a United Church.  

Please keep talking to me. Part of my work in the next 
months is to address some of these issues and keep us 
working together as a team. Please be as constructive,  
as gracious, and as supportive as you can be. This is tough 
sledding for all of us right now.  Pray for us!  And let us 
celebrate that we are not just wishing for renewal, we  
are taking some very bold steps towards it – and we’re  
making progress.  

Grace, peace, love, Dave



Other
News

On Friday, August 24, a group of ten 
people from Knox set out across three 
provinces to attend the memorial 
service for Larry Boychuk. Larry passed 
away on February 16, 2018, and a 
memorial service was held immediately 
at Knox, Calgary, on February 21, with 
his Manitoba family in attendance. 
On August 25, a formal service and 
internment was held at St.Mary’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in his 
hometown of Russell, Manitoba.

The Boychuk family invited the Knox 
choir to sing in the service. Knowing 
that many Catholic churches do not 
use/have keyboard instruments for their 
liturgy, the choir prepared an a cappella 
(voices only) arrangement of “Amazing 
Grace.” We learned this four-part piece 
while in the vehicles, and put the final 
touches on it in the hotel lobby in 
Yorkton, SK. The next morning, we sang 
our goodbye for Larry and the family at 
the end of the service as they departed 
for the cemetery.  

The Boychuk family was very gracious 
in thanking us for making the trip and 
we, in turn, thanked them for including 
us in their service. We travelled 
knowing that Larry would have done 
the same for his friends. We travelled 
to represent those who could not make 

Spending Time
the trip and for the congregation of 
Knox United Church where Larry spent 
so many years.

The internment was at the Russell 
Cemetery, located a mile outside of 
town and surrounded by fields of gold 
and grazing cattle. Engraved on the 
head stone was a cross decorated with 
music notes and the phrase, “A life 
spent helping others.”

Leaving Russell, we headed back to 
Yorkton, SK – our first stop on the 
return journey to Calgary. Yorkton 
is Chellan’s hometown, and it so 
happened that her aunt was in the 
Yorkton Union Hospital, recovering 
from a broken hip. Inspired by the 
words that described Larry’s life, the 
choir was on a mission. Armed with 
“Amazing Grace,” we marched into her 
hospital room to bring some musical 
sunshine to her and the other two 
patients. 

Needing to get back on the road, we 
said goodbye and made our way down 
the hallway. A woman standing in the 
doorway of the next room heard us 
singing. She said, “There are three 
people in this room that are very sick, 
and they would really appreciate your 
music; could you come in?” We happily 
obliged and, as we sang, we watched 

this same woman comfort her sick 
husband, as tears covered her face. 

It was heart wrenching to watch and yet 
we knew we were bringing peace and 
comfort to that moment. She said that 
her husband hadn’t opened his eyes in 
over a week, but here, in the midst of 
the music, he opened his eyes for her. 

We did not expect to be emotionally 
overwhelmed, but we were. We had 
no idea that one stop at this hospital 
would produce such a profoundly 
bittersweet moment. She called us 
“angels”… but as much as we were 
sent to her, she was also sent to us.   

We walked down that quiet hospital 
hallway realizing that patients and their 
caregivers need the comfort of voices 
and music, if only for a few moments. 
This is outreach.  

The encounter brought focus to our 
mission as a choir community. This 
coming season, we will be building our 
repertoire of a cappella songs – songs 
that require only our voices and a few 
favourite choral arrangements to bring 
harmony to people anytime, anywhere.

– Chellan Hoffman



Other  
News

Contributor’s Corner

–Josh Gordon

I hope everyone in the Knox community has enjoyed 
a wonderful summer. For me summer is a time of 

relaxation, sun, visiting with friends and family, and the 
occasional game of golf. However, even in summer, 

there is much happening at Knox! 

In particular, I’m so thankful for everyone’s generosity 
over the summer months! As of August 1st we were 
at 87% of our budgeted plan for donations. Thank 

you very much everyone for keeping up your giving. 
It would be impossible for us to do what we do for 

each other, and in the community without everyone’s 
generosity! There’s much going on at Knox whether 
it’s the café or the stonework project—the staff and 

volunteers are keenly focussed on managing costs and 
we’ve been doing well so far this year.

I also wanted to let everyone know that after many 
years at Knox our bookkeeper Kevin Murphy, will be 

retiring from his duties this fall. He’s been a great help 
to me as I’ve taken over my duties as treasurer and 
his easy going nature and expertise will be missed! 

Luckily, he’ll be helping to train our new bookkeeper 
(who I’ll be introducing next month!) which will be very 

much appreciated!

As always, please don’t hesitate to let me know if you 
have any questions. Thank you very much everyone for 

what you do, what you give, and for your attention. 
Please make sure you take a breath, pause, and enjoy 
some of the beauty of summer before the fall months 

are upon us.

Donations: 87% of YTD Plan

Donations

Budgeted

Knox United Church Choir

Rehearsals resume Thursday, September 5 @ 7:30 PM, in 
the choir room, located on the second floor of the 1960s 
building. If you enjoy the challenge and commitment 
of singing in parts, and learning a varied and evolving 
repertoire of music, this choir is for you!

Halo Singers

This choir meets on the second Sunday of the month @ 9:30 
AM in the Sanctuary. This choir was created for people who 
cannot commit to a regular weekly rehearsal, but would 
like to experience the joy of singing in a choir. Curious 
singers, visiting singers, adventurous singers, experienced 
singers are all welcome! We rehearse for 35 minutes 
before the service, to learn a featured song, and lead the 
congregational hymns for the day.

Are your ears ringing?

Anne Hergott is a school teacher and experienced handbell 
instructor, who is excited to revive the Handbell Choir here 
at Knox. She is prepared to come to Knox to offer instruction 
to beginning and/or experienced ringers, on either Tuesday 
or Thursday evenings each week. 

Anne needs a MINIMUM of FOUR ringers to begin.

Interested in ringing?

Start the conversation with Anne Hergott by emailing her 
hergott@shaw.ca or contact our Music Director, Chellan 
Hoffman choffman@knoxunited.ab.ca

Knox Music

Knox Handbells  
are Starting Up Again!


