
What’s New  
at Knox?

October 2018

 
506 4th Street SW

Calgary AB T2P 1S7
www.kxcalgary.com

As choral concerts at Knox start to pick 
up the pace through the Fall, we're 
delighted to welcome Spiritus Chamber 
Choir back to Knox. Spiritus, is one of the 
finest amateur choirs in the country and 
present concerts that combine quality 
with entertainment. A great way to hear 
the terrific choirs that use our space 
and to contribute to life in the Knox 
community is to volunteer to usher. We 
will welcome you warmly! Events over the 
next 6 weeks include:

Saturday, October 13  
Cantaré Childrens Choir: Shiru

Sunday, October 28   
Girl Guides Awards Ceremony

Saturday, November 3   
Spiritus Chamber Choir: Colour Me 
Freedom

To volunteer, contact Jill at  
events@knoxunited.ab.ca

Affirm at KnoxKnox Events

Healing Ministry

Knox had a very successful Pride Day 
on Labour Day Sunday. Thank you 
to all of those people who helped 

decorate the front of the church and 
who marched in the parade. Keep it 
on your schedule for next year and 
consider taking part! On Pride Day 
we replaced the rainbow flag with 

the progress flag. The progress flag 
has incorporated a triangle in the 

tack of the rainbow flag. The triangle 
represents progress and that there is 

still a ways to go. The white, pink, and 
blue represent transgender people, 

the brown represents people of colour, 
and the black represents those who 
are living or who have passed away 

from HIV. The progress flag was started 
2 years ago in Philadelphia by people 

who wanted more inclusion in the 
LGBTQ2 community. We have the new 

version of it.  

Affirm at Knox will also be working 
closely with the Affirming Network of 
Churches in Calgary. We, like many 

other affirming churches do not have 
The Summer of 2018 was quiet for the 
Healing Ministry except on Sundays. Ben, 
one of our apprentices, was providing 
healing sessions to several men in the 
congregation. Ben came up with the 
brilliant idea of providing treatments in 
an Anti-Gravity chair. He also generously 
donated one to the ministry. We invite 
you to come and try out the chair. We 
have received good feedback from some 
of our customers. Thank you Ben.

We all came together at the Open Doors 
and had several people drop in. One 
young couple were very surprised when 
we showed them how to feel their own 
bio-field/aura. “Is my mind playing tricks 
on me?” one said. Yes, you can feel 
your field. We then explained how heart 
energy can expand several feet. Several 
short healing sessions were also given.

We will continue to offer energy sessions 
on Sundays before and after service, 
Drop-in at noon on the 4th Thursday of 
the month and by appointment. 

the resources or people to put on 
large Affirn events by ourselves. One 

of the things that we will do with 
the affirming churches is to put on a 
city wide church service here before 
the Pride Parade next year. Our first 
meeting to discuss it will be Oct 15 

here at Knox. Stay tuned. We will also 
put on some LGBTQ2 social events 

here at Knox as people seem to really 
enjoy them. We will continue to do 

these things as long we have support  
and people are willing to help set 

them up. We are looking at Sunday 
October 28 as a Halloween coffee time 
after church in the sanctuary cafe area. 

Details will be announced later.

There will be an Affirming Leaders 
Day put on by Affirming Connections, 

in the spring which will deal with 
deepening our Affirning understanding 
and actions. This will include a keynote 

speaker, workshops, and strategy 
sessions. More information will be 

given later.

Our Thanksgiving Offering this year will go to the Inn from the Cold Childcare 
Centre at Knox United Church. When Inn from the Cold applied for and received 

a grant from the Government of Alberta for a subsidized childcare centre in 
downtown Calgary, it approached Knox to enquire about a possible partnership. 

Knox readily agreed and has since applied for and received a grant from The 
Calgary Foundation to assist with costs associated with housing such a centre.  
The Centre will be located in the lower level of the Annex. Many steps have 

been taken toward this goal with more still to be finalized. We believe this to be 
a very worthwhile project to support through our Offering.

On Thanksgiving Sunday there will be special Thanksgiving envelopes in the 
pews. Cheques can be designated to Knox United Church with the memo 

"Thanksgiving Offering".  If you are unable to attend on Thanksgiving Sunday, 
your Offering can still be given by using the same designation and memo.

Thanks so much for your support!!

Thanksgiving Offering



A Message 
From Dave

"

Rocking the Boat

Some of my conversations over the past 
while have centred on the feeling that 
“the church I know and love seems to be 
disappearing.” It’s not just that worship 
feels different, or the music seems 
changed, or that we don’t seem to be 
doing the same justice ministries or that 
the role of the ministers seems different. 
Those are all true and significant, though 
they’ve been coming for several years 
now. But there seems to be something 
more, and deeper, and less clearly 
defined.  At least there is for me.  

I believe that the church in the Western 
world is going through a reformation 
every bit as significant as the Protestant 
Reformation in the Sixteenth Century. 
That deep-down disquiet for some of 
us (it may also be a breath of fresh air) 
is, I believe, a radical, fundamental shift 
in the church’s identity, mission, and our 
understanding of our place in the world.  

For centuries, the Christian church has 
basically understood our mission to be 
all about conversion. When we thought 
about conversion, we thought about it 
as something that happened to people 
to bring them into the church; one was 
converted when one was convinced 
to believe in Jesus Christ and join the 
church. So, all of the people outside of 
the church need to be converted and 
brought inside the church, and once 
you’re inside the church, in effect, the 
job’s done.  

Now, I don’t need  to talk to United 
Church people much about the problems 
with that attitude. We don’t like it when 
people give us tracts and try to get us 
“saved.” We like to think we are more 
enlightened, and treat people of other 
faiths with more respect. We like to think 

we wouldn’t repeat the scandal of the 
residential schools, where indigenous 
children (children!) were put through 
a radical “conversion therapy” to 
assimilate them into white culture. We 
think we’ve outgrown this old-fashioned 
“conversion” attitude. God is here for 
everyone.  

However, it is still absolutely 
commonplace, even in United churches, 
to think of our mission as a challenge 
to get the people who are OUTSIDE 
church to come INSIDE. And once they 
are inside, well, the job is pretty much 
done. And because the essential job 
is done once people are members of 
the church, the church has become an 
institution of maintenance. Maintain the 
faith with worship and periodic pastoral 
visits, maintain the institution with 
regular donations, maintain our sense of 
goodness with ministries of social service.  

But why? Why do it at all? 

If (as most United Church people believe) 
God loves us all, why do people need 
to join the church? If conversion is not 
particularly necessary (because there 
are many paths to God, and we’re all 
somewhere on the journey) then what, 
exactly, do we offer to make commitment 
to a church worthwhile?  

The answer that is becoming clear to us 
now is both exciting and disquieting. 
The answer is that the job of conversion 
is not DONE when someone becomes 
a church member, the job of conversion 
is BEGINNING. Christianity sees human 
beings as sinners needing redemption. 
Our mission statement interprets that in 
a particular way for this time and place 
– seeing us as isolated people, needing 
connection. Our “sin” is primarily a 
matter of broken community, broken 
relationship – with God, with each 
other, with creation, and even with our 
own deep selves.  When we become 
part of the church, we become part 
of a community that is seeking those 
connections, that is opening space 
for God to re-connect us. To “join the 
church” is therefore to recognize the 

Grace, peace, love, Dave

need to connect, and BEGINS the 
process of conversion, as we attempt, 
together, to follow Jesus into community 
with each other, with creation, with God, 
and even with our own selves.  

This has some identity-shattering 
implications for the church. For one, 
we can no longer think of ourselves as 
better than anyone else, as “insiders” 
where others are “outsiders.” We cannot 
think of ourselves as those who are 
saved, or even as those who are good 
or enlightened. Just as members of AA 
are alcoholics in a program of recovery, 
so we are the isolated in a program of 
connection.  

And second, we can no longer think of 
ourselves as in some kind of maintenance 
institution. We cannot help prop up the 
status quo – the status quo is what has 
created our isolation! The status quo is 
what continues to devalue people like 
Christine Blasey Ford and her trauma, 
and which continues to uphold what 
is also clearly destroying people like 
Brett Kavanaugh (even though he is the 
system’s supposed beneficiary). It’s the 
system that creates the kind of toxic 
divide that was all too clear in those 
confirmation hearings. And we can’t 
pretend that the job is done once we 
join the church. Becoming whole and 
connected is a life’s work, an inner-
and-outer adventure that is every bit 
as exciting as any voyage of discovery.  
It’s not maintenance we need, it’s 
transformation.  

So… yes. For those of us with a long 
history in the church, the church we 
knew is passing away. It’s time.  he fog 
is clearing a bit, and our time in the 
wilderness feels like it is nearing its end. 
A path is emerging before us. And that’s 
okay, In fact, it’s better than okay.  



"
Other
News
Talk for Pride Service

September 2, 2018

– Sharon Montgomery

“And God sent LGBTQ thinking, surely people won’t reject their own children.  
BUT TOO MANY DID.”

A few months ago, an insight came to me about people who 
are transgendered, and also about those who identify as 
LGBTQ – or another letter that shows that they do not fall into 
traditional male or female roles.  

When I showed the poem (below) to my partner, she asked 
“What does it mean?”  

Here’s what I answered:

And: means that it is another stage of creation,  Actually, 10% 
of all species are homosexual, including the human race. It has 
always been thus. It is mainly in the last 70 years that LGBTQ 
people have broken their silence and shared who they are.  

God: whatever it is, or whatever you call it – the creator of our 
universe and the world and all that is in it.

they are miracles which reveal God’s presence. Surely parents 
won’t reject their own children!  Nor should people reject their 
siblings, or parents, or cousins who are LGBTQ. God intends 
us to love each other. We are intended to love and seek justice 
for all people, regardless of gender, sexual identity, age, 
ability, sexual orientation, race, nationality, religion, geography, 
political affiliations, economic status, shape, or size. 

The poem says the intent is from God. God is greater than 
Biblical passages that have been interpreted to reject some 
actions, people, food, or practices. We in the United Church 
believe in God. We believe in Love, and the greater good which 
will bring justice for all creatures.  

Human beings are miracles, just like other miracles we see, 
like a rainbow, or geese in flight, or fish attracting a mate by 
making a mandala in the sand.  Human beings are created to 
be themselves.  

If you were rejected by your family, or religion, or country, know 
that you are intentional, and you are loved.  

We are not alone. We live in God’s world, who has created and 
is creating. You were sent. 

Amen.

"
"

Sent: God sent: it was an intentional act of creation

LGBTQ: those people whose personal identity differs, whether 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, transvestite, transsexual, 
queer, questioning, two spirited, allies, or… whatever you 
prefer to call it. Whomever you think you are. 

Each person is meant to be unique, as himself or herself, or 
just as a person. As a church we affirm the right of people to 
become who they perceive they truly are. We trust that people 
will know from their personal experience just who they really 
are. We believe in the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit 
within a person, which directs the path of that person through 
intuition, or dreams, or personal insights on a deep level.

Each person is precious. Parents love their own children, and 
despite the worst of times in raising children, we know that 

Knox Newsletter
November newsletter deadline is October 28 with a November 4 distribution date. If you'd like something to be included, 

please send your article in to the Knox office or contact Steph Reynolds at steph.reynolds02@gmail.com
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News

Contributor’s Corner

Good Morning Everyone,
The finance department at Knox continues 
to keep busy! Over the summer months we 

finalized the loan with the Calgary Foundation 
and those funds should be arriving soon to 

provide an influx to our cashflow to help 
support our mission. Additionally, we’ve 

started the process of looking at this year’s 
Stewardship Campaign—thanks in advance to 
Laverna, Aldo, Sam, David Holmes, and Greg 

Glatz for the hard work there! Additionally, 
we’re providing support to the A-Team as they 

work on the pit development project.

Currently, year to date, we’re sitting at 89% 
what we’d budgeted for in total donations. 
However, as I’ve stated before, our budget 
was quite aggressive. I pulled the reports 
on Quickbooks and, for the first 8 months 
of the year, this is the strongest donation 

year we’ve had since 2010. Honestly, that is 
absolutely incredible. The last 8 years have 

been incredibly tough ones for religious 
institutions and the fact that we’ve actually 

increased our giving in that period is surprising 
but a testament to how much is going well at 
Knox. Thank you everyone for your continued 
generosity and commitment to Knox and the 

work we all do.

As I mentioned last month, our bookkeeper 
Kevin has decided to retire. We wish him all 
the well in retirement and his contribution to 
Knox will always be appreciated! I wanted to 
take the opportunity this month to introduce 
our new bookkeeper Alexis Kroon! Prior to 

starting her own bookkeeping firm Alexis was 
employed at a Calgary accounting firm. She’s a 
registered CPA and has been practicing since 
2010. She’s really dug into the new role and 

I’m confident she’ll be a great addition  
to the team!

August 31 Total Donations: $196,696, 89%  
of YTD Budget ($221,250)

Donations

Budgeted

–Josh Gordon

Time to stand up and be counted!
As you know, Knox is a founding 
member of the Calgary Alliance for 
the Common Good (formerly the 
Metro Alliance for the Common 
Good, MACG).  We have been 
working in the background for 
over a year now, building the 
organization and developing 
relationships across the city, and 
doing research and action plans 
in our chosen issue areas of 
reconciliation and seniors' support.  
Now the research has borne some 
fruit, we have refined plans by 
talking with city councilors, staff, 
and nonprofits, and now we're 
ready for some action.  

CACG's first action assembly will 
be October 16, 7-9 pm, at Temple 
B'nai Tikvah.  City Councilors will be 
present, perhaps even the Mayor.  
We have a proposal for a city-wide 
program to help provide supports 
to enable seniors to stay in their 
homes and communities longer, 
a program that has been tested 
and proven.  But in this time of 
budgetary restraint, it is difficult for 
city council to find even the modest 
funds for this program.  That's 
where we come in.  

We need our members to show 
up at this Assembly, to show 
city council that we represent a 

significant number of Calgarians.  
We need to show the councilors 
who are working with us that we 
can offer real support, and we 
need to show the councilors who 
are reluctant to fund this program 
that it is important.  We are asking 
for at least 20 people from Knox to 
stand up and be counted.  Do you 
care about helping seniors stay in 
their homes and communities?  Do 
you want a system in Calgary where 
people and businesses can be 
co-ordinated to make communities 
more supportive to seniors?  Come 
and show Calgary that this matters!  

We'll also hear more about CACG 
and community organizing, we 
likely will hear from Chief Lee 
Crowchild about progress on 
building relationships and support 
towards better relations between 
indigenous and settler peoples, and 
we'll get a chance to meet some of 
the other religious, community and 
labour groups who are a part of this 
movement.  

If you'd like to stand up and be 
counted, please sign up with Dave 
after worship, or call in to the church 
office.  And if you'd like to know 
more, contact Dave Holmes (or 
Doreen Orman, Susan Wood, Ellen 
Lang, or Gillian Ranson). 

The Calgary Alliance for the 
Common Good

The Great Halloween Organ SpookTacular (also known as G.H.O.S.T.) is 
returning to Knox for another spooky evening of fun. We are featuring the 
1925 SILENT MOVIE, The Phantom of the Opera (Lon Chaney), with live 
organ accompaniment by Calgary’s own Carlos Foggin. Bring out your 
costumes, your ghoulish friends and your zombies. 

Tickets are $20/adults, and $5/child (12 and under). 
Co-presented by Knox United Church and the Royal Canadian College of 
Organists.

Knox Music
Wednesday, October 31 @ 7:30 PM


