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The past several months have been very busy ones with  
team meetings and meetings with mechanical, electrical,  
and structural engineers as well as with our architect, Anthony 
Cameron, and various municipal and provincial representatives. 
A great deal of useful professional information has been 
gathered that will be helpful to Knox (e.g. present water  
supply from  6th Ave. is not adequate to supply water for  
a fire suppression system in the lower level as required by 
the building code, asbestos inspection indicated evidence 
of asbestos in parts of the Annex flooring, etc.) The asbestos 
report included inspection of the historic church lower level 
kitchen and NO asbestos was found. The groundwork has 
been completed and Knox has received the necessary building 
permit in order to proceed with the plans as submitted. 
Following receipt of the building permit three companies 
were contacted for bids on the work for which Knox would be 
responsible. The budget, approved by Council, was $500,000 
($200,000 grant from The Calgary Foundation, $105,000 
grant from The Knox Foundation, $195,000 from Knox’s loan 
from The Calgary Foundation.) The three bids were all in the 
neighbourhood of $800,000. There are explanations for why  
the estimates are so much higher than budgeted. Under the 
terms of the grant from The Calgary Foundation the project  
was to be completed by December 31st, 2018 and a final  
report submitted. 

In September we were advised that "Effective September 
20th, 2018 Abe Brown, Executive Director of Inn from the 
Cold Society, is no longer with the Inn and will be pursuing 
other opportunities.” Louise Gallagher, formerly in charge of 
communications, was appointed Interim Executive Director. 

One of her first decisions was to engage a realtor to explore 
other space options for the proposed child care centre. Andrew 
Fox and I met with their realtor at Knox on September 25th 
when he visited the space under consideration, but despite 
several follow ups no information was received either from IFTC 
or from the realtor. 

Last week Greg and I met with Louise Gallagher, Amanda St. 
Laurent (Director of Programs), and Hsiu-Yan Chan, Chair of the 
Board of Directors at which time the following decisions were 
communicated to us:

by Kay de la Ronde

Inn From the Cold (IFTC) has found less expensive space 
in the downtown core and expects to begin operating the 
child care centre from that location in January, 2019.

There is a major shift in the approach to sheltering IFTC 
clients with a greater emphasis being placed on housing 
first. IFTC already has Journey House I and Journey House 
II and there are also arrangements with several landlords 
for subsidized housing. The lease for the overflow shelter 
at Knox expires March 31st, 2019 and will not be renewed. 
These, of course, are not the outcomes that we had hoped 
for but the Team will continue searching for a suitable 
partner(s) for the Annex. 

The Calgary Foundation has been advised of the developments 
and has graciously agreed to extend the grant period to 
December 31st, 2019. The project will be put on hold while we 
determine whether or not it should go ahead, and if so where 
the additional funds might come from.   

1.

2.

Calgary Foundation  
Grant

Knox Foundation 
Grant

Calgary Foundation  
Loan

Bid for the Knox Renovation

$500,000

$800,000



A Message 
From Dave

The Calgary Alliance for the Common Good

A significant part of our first two 

initiatives in the Next 1100 Days is 

something that actually lies outside 

of our congregation – the Calgary 

Alliance for the Common Good. Knox 

is a founding member and I currently sit 

as chair of the Leadership Team of the 

Alliance – the group that is responsible 

for building the organization up to the 

time of our formal founding assembly.  

Gillian Ranson is helping with publicity, 

Ellen Lang and Doreen Orman are on 

the Seniors Research and Action team, 

and Susan Wood is on the Reconciliation 

Action team. Like our own Sanctuary 

Coffee, the Alliance is still in the building 

phase; we are trying things out, growing, 

learning, and developing our skills, 

with the intent to have a splashy grand 

opening as soon as possible! Knox 

and its people are very much a part of 

building the organization.  

The Calgary Alliance is a community 

organizing network, related to the 

Industrial Areas Foundation, our 

parent organization. We are a network 

of religious organizations, unions, 

community groups, and non-profits – any 
organization with a membership and an 
interest in the common good. 

Our goals are to: I believe that the main benefit for us of 

working with the Alliance is that it is a 

relational organization. Relationships are 

at the heart of all community organizing. 

Our network is no more and no less than 

the relationships we have among us, the 

connections between churches, mosques, 

synagogues, unions, and community 

groups. All of our political work is based 

in real relationships – with city councillors 

and the mayor, city officials, provincial 

government officials and elected 

representatives. In the end, the work 

we do is effective because at our best 

we do not work for anyone, or against 

anyone, but with both government and 

community, based on values and interests 

that we share. The skills taught by the 

Alliance, and the network of relationships 

itself, is an ideal fit for Knox, a church 

whose mission is to seek and develop 

connections.  

As a full member of the Alliance, the 

training offered in Calgary is available 

to Knox people free of charge (save 

perhaps a small contribution to meals). 

The training is about making connections 

with our community, learning how to take 

effective action in the political world, 

and even about how to have deeper 

conversations, whether with people 

we’ve just met or old friends. Our next 

opportunity for training will likely be in 

the new year sometime, and we’ll let you 

know about it.  

Build a broad-based network of 

organizations, believing that we are 

stronger together and that we are 

better working together rather than 

in our own silos.

Strengthen civil society institutions 

in Calgary, believing that it is civil 

society that often contributes most 

to our sense of health, community, 

and well-being. We strengthen civil 

society primarily as we:

Strengthen and support leadership in 

civil society organizations. We do this 

primarily through periodic training 

events and through networking.  

Use the power of the broad-based 

organization to effect meaningful 

change in Calgary and area. So 

often, when churches approach 

social justice issues, we simply “do 

something” about the issue – we 

have a workshop, we write letters, we 

march. More rarely do we evaluate 

our efforts to see if they are effective! 

The Alliance uses Gandhi-style 

methods to take effective action on 

meaningful issues.  

As we seek to become a post-colonial church, we 
are recognizing that partnerships are key to the 

new way of being church.

""



I love doing events during every month at Knox.  
But there's something particularly stirring in December. Part of it is all the 
beautiful decorations – the trees, the banners, the lights. But December is 
also the month when  Knox literally fills up with the inspired and excited 

sounds of children who are part of the many schools or community childrens' 
choirs who perform here. They unfailingly put on concerts with heart!  

Thank you to all who have already filled most of the usher  
spots in December.

Concerts that we still need help with include: 

Tuesday evening, December 11 -  Beaverbrook School 
Sunday afternoon, December 16 - Calgary Girls' Choir

Saturday evening, December 22 - Cantaré Childrens Choir
Sunday afternoon, December 23 - Sing Along Messiah

Please contact Jill at events@knoxunited.ab.ca for more details.

Other
News

Grace, peace, love, Dave

The Alliance will also be kicking off our 

next listening campaign on January 

17. This will be a city-wide campaign, 

listening for the key issues faced by 

Calgarians, but also listening for where 

the energy and leadership in Calgary 

might be focused. For effective action, 

we need both a significant issue and 

engaged energy and leadership. We 

will be participating in this listening 

campaign, taking the pulse of our 

congregation at the same time as we 

listen for the issues we share with all of 

Calgary at this time.  

We want to be a strong and healthy 

community here at Knox. Formal 

structures might help us do that, but 

the community itself is a matter of 

relationship. As we seek to become a 

post-colonial church, we are recognizing 

that partnerships are key to the new way 

of being church. In both of these areas, 

the Calgary Alliance for the Common 

Good can lead and support our work. 

That is why we are not only involved, 

but part of the leadership, building the 

network. It helps us, but more important, 

it’s a blessing to all of Calgary. My thanks 

to all of you who have been part of the 

Alliance and its various subgroups and 

efforts, and to those of you who have 

been part of training events and so forth. 

The recent successes have been, at least 

in part, the result of your involvement!

You may have noticed that there has been a lot of activity around 

our Healing rooms on Sundays over the past few weeks. There are 

usually two or three healing sessions given before church and three 

or four after the 10:30 service. It is our apprentices who are mostly 

responsible for this turn of events, especially Carla and Ben. We 

appreciate their efforts, and are also grateful for Ben's generous 

donation of an anti-gravity chair. This is like an upscale lawn chair 

Healing Ministry

Knox Events

which is useful for people who have trouble getting up on our massage tables,  

or who find lying flat to be uncomfortable.

For many, the approaching Christmas season can bring about feelings of anxiety  

and stress. We would suggest coming for a healing session to restore a sense of 

peace to one's body, mind, and spirit. To make an appointment you can use our  

email  healinigministry@knoxunited.ab.ca or contact Knox Office.



Other 
News

Boost For the Journey II was sponsored by ANWC, and its LIRR (Living Into Right Relations) committee. This 2-day conference 
was held at Kamp Kiwanis October 26-28. Delegates from Knox were Sharon Montgomery and Edgar Ayala. Here is what they 

wish to share from their attendance.

Sharon:  

 It was an excellent event,  

although overwhelming in the amount  

of information shared, and the emotions expressed  

in the Blanket Exercise, and Calls to the Church.  

I am glad I went. 

The two hours that I presented were based on the 

Our Home On Native Land workshop that was held at 

Knox on June 5, 2018. About 50 attendees at Kamp 

Kiwanis participated in the workshop. I copied down the 

information from the charts created by the small story-

telling groups, and found much diversity, and some 

commonalities. Over all, the values and beliefs were 

similar to what were shared at our own workshop, with 

love of family, hard work and stewardship of the land 

significant to most stories. We changed the continuum 

exercise to reflect “Where we are starting from on this 

journey” and at the opposite side posted what the people 

thought lays at the end of the reconciliation journey. 

First was, RESPECT. Next were listed: native spirituality, 

climate change, and understanding land ownership 

(status, stewardship v. ownership, fear of losing land, and 

co-existing/sharing). I found that the majority of people 

placed themselves mid-stream or near the end. That 

speaks to how aware that group of people are, yet we 

recognize we still have lots to learn.

At the end of the Sunday service, I was told by one woman 

that telling the story of her parents and grandparents 

was a first-time experience for her. I am glad I went, and 

renewed many connections. It has been a real boost for 

me. Both Edgar and I think we should let  

someone else from Knox attend the next  

LIRR event, as one learns a lot. 

Boost For the Journey II

Edgar:

I saw little problems with protocol.  

I don’t know why some indigenous people left.  

The committee said there was a protocol problem  

but I didn’t know what it was. 

I saw many people, but most were seniors. I could see 

only 4 young people. Seniors are very important because 

they have experience. But I think the United Church 

should invite more new people to know about this 

event. I think the United Church doesn’t move beyond 

the apology. I saw new ideas from young people. This 

is the reason I think we should renew/ (re-energize?) 

our churches little by little. Multicultural ministry is an 

interesting work. Our churches are becoming more 

multicultural with new immigrants and First Nation 

people. I think Canadian United Ministry and First Nation 

Ministry should exchange experiences (perhaps with U.C. 

ministers serving in small towns and Native ministers 

serving in big cities). Is the United Church prepared to 

have a First Nation minister in its big cities?  

I have many ideas to share with others at Knox, several 

learned in the small group discussions of what is 

happening at different churches. Knox United Church 

needs to join with other churches in order to do events 

or improve our knowledge about First Nation issues, 

because as one church we are limited  

in learning and changing.

"
"

" "



Other
News

In November, the Community Life  

and Justice Commission held a meeting 

to review our activities during the past 

year, and to look ahead to the future 

of the Commission. It is clear that the 

people of Knox contribute our time and 

treasure to the work of the United Church 

of Canada in the world, to alliances 

with other churches and social groups 

in Calgary, and to reconciliation with 

local indigenous people. ‘Community 

Life’ refers to the place-making work of 

hospitality, welcoming all people to our 

sanctuary and our activities, care for the 

vulnerable, celebrations of milestones in 

the lives of our congregants, and forming 

relational bonds with each other and 

the community. These are not separate 

commitments to ourselves, to the Calgary 

community and to the church; instead, 

they are becoming integrated into  

a new way of relating to each other  

and the world.

As a part of the United Church of 

Canada, 60% of the funds raised by 

Mission and Outreach go to Mission 

and Service. Some of our members 

contribute to the Mission of the United 

Church by buying ‘Gifts With Vision’ at 

Christmas. Special offerings are collected 

for world relief after disasters and war, 

through Action by Churches together. 

A number of individuals at Knox belong 

to and/or support the work of KAIROS, 

an interdenominational NGO of which 

the United Church is a part. KAIROS 

also works for justice in indigenous 

communities throughout the world. 

The Alberta and Northwest Conference 

has also coordinated a 'Living Into 

Right Relations' program with weekend 

seminars attended by two Knox people.

The ‘Outreach’ part of Mission and 

Outreach is to the wider community, with 

40% of the funds raised disbursed each 

year to Calgary social organizations. 

The Elder-led reconciliation process 

and our work at decolonization are also 

essentially local in scope, involving those 

Elders, indigenous people and Métis 

people who live in the Calgary area. Our 

involvement with Calgary Alliance for the 

Common Good is giving us opportunities 

to work with other churches, NGOs and 

Unions in achieving concrete attainable 

goals. As an Affirming Church, we not 

only support our own members and 

adherents, but we reach out to other 

LGBTQ people in other churches  

and in Calgary.

Members involved in Community Life  

at Knox continue to do the important 

tasks of relational work: providing 

support and volunteers to help with 

funerals and celebrations, greeting the 

people who come through our doors, 

initiating conversations, supporting 

people in distress, and noticing the 

newcomer, the shy one, the sad one. 

Initiating meet-ups outside the church, 

arranging get-togethers – these may 

bring new people into the church,  

but they also take the church outside its 

walls and into the heart of Calgary.  

'Place-making' is at the heart of 

Community Life, and we want Knox  

to be a welcoming place for all people. 

Most importantly, the Knox Sanctuary 

Café and the 1100 Days projects led by 

Rev. Greg Glatz are bringing new people 

and forming new relationships  

in downtown Calgary.

We think of 'Justice' and 'Community 

Life' as separate aspects of Knox’s 

mission. However, our work on 

reconciliation and decolonization may 

have valuable lessons for us in relating 

to and with members of our own 

community. 'Hospitality' is a virtue and 

a theme for doing justice and growing 

community. One of the largest causes of 

injustice in this world is an 'us and them' 

attitude, which leads to discrimination, 

narrow thinking, and to individuals being 

left outside of the larger society. The 

Community Life and Justice Commission 

hopes to 'draw the circle (of Knox) wider' 

for each other, for Calgary and for the 

church in the world.

Community Life & Justice Commission
by Susan Wood

60% of the funds raised by Mission and 

Outreach go to Mission and Service. 40% of the funds raised are disbursed each 

year to Calgary social organizations.



Other  
News

Check out the December Observer 
(United Church magazine) for an 

article on the Knox Sanctuary Café.

Thursday December 20

@12:00 to 12:50

Eric Harrison, Organ

The first phase of the stone 
restoration is complete and the 

scaffolding is now off the  
bell tower.

Next Newsletter deadline is January 
27. Publication date is February 3.

Christmas Wordsearch 

Check it Out! 

Musical Chairs

ANGEL
BELLS

BETHLEHEM
BIRTH

CANDLE
CAROLERS
CELEBRATE
CHESTNUTS

EGGNOG

FAMILY
FEAST

FESTIVE
FIREPLACE

GIFTS
GOODWILL

HAPPY
HOLIDAY

HOLLY

HOPE
JESUS

JINGLEBELLS
JOSEPH

LOVE
MANGER

MARY
MISTLETOE
NATIVITY

SHEPHERD
SNOW
STABLE

STAR
THREEKINGS

TREE
WREATH

Stone Restoration
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