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Our mission: to join God in making connections 

with God 

with each other 

with creation 

with our own true selves. 
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Knox United Church is a member of the Affirming Ministries Program, 

a network of United Church congregations and ministries that declare themselves to be 

fully inclusive of people of all sexual orientations  

and gender identities. 

 

 

 

 
Ministers:  Rev. Dr. Greg Glatz and Rev. Dr. Dave Holmes    Music director: Chellan Hoffman 



Welcome to Sunday worship at Knox. Grab a coffee and join a conversation before the 

service, or enjoy some time alone. The prelude will begin about five minutes before 

worship. At that time, we encourage everyone to take a seat and reflect in silence. 

 

Sunday worship is a spiritual practice in which we gather in community to deepen our 

experience of God connecting people to God, connecting people to each other, 

connecting people to their own selves, and connecting people to creation. 

 

Welcome children! The Studio in the NW corner of the sanctuary is staffed and set up 

so that kids can enjoy activities created especially for them as they engage with the 

worship service.  

 

How to follow along. An asterisk indicates places in our worship where the 

congregation is invited to stand in body and/or spirit. VU stands for Voices United (the 

red hymnal) and MV stands for More Voices (the spiral-bound hymnal).  

 

Today’s theme.  The practice of healthy community 2: James counsels the church, in this 

passage, to do something that SOUNDS simple but proves difficult.  He asks us to 

celebrate together, to support each other when we're sick, to confess our sins to each 

other, and to pray for each other.  Essentially, he is asking us to share our real lives with 

one another, including and maybe especially including our vulnerability.  It is VERY HARD 

to ask for help.  It is VERY HARD to confess wrongdoing, or personal weakness or failure, 

to another person.  It requires a large amount of trust.  Now, not too many of us in the 

United Church believe in miraculous healing -- so is all this tough work worth it?  What 

happens when we open up like this, to God and to one another? 

 

Gathering the beloved community 

 

Prelude  Fairest Lord Jesus (D. Wood); Servant Song (M. Himmelman) 

 

Welcome ~ 

 
Passing the Peace ~      
 

 

Singing Together* You Call Us Out (VU 569) 
    Sung to the melody “Lead On, O Cloud of Presence” VU 421 



Listening for God’s voice 

 

Scripture Lesson  James 5:13-16 
 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 

songs of praise. 14 Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church 

and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 The 

prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 

committed sins will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray 

for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 

effective.  

 

Journey Story 
  MV 85 Take, O Take Me as I Am (2X) 

Journey story:  Josh Gordon 

  Prayer of Confession: God, we confess our isolation, this morning, and in 

particular, our choice of isolation.  Forgive us when we choose the dark, choose to be 

alone, choose not to ask for help.  Forgive us, and empower us to reconnect.   

 (brief silence for personal prayer)  Amen.  

  Assurance of grace 

  MV 85 Take, O Take Me as I Am (once) 

 

 

Today’s Message +     The challenge and blessing of community  

      Dave Holmes  

 

Choir Anthem  Welcome to God’s Love (Mark A. Miller) 

 

Responding to God’s call 
    

Candle Lighting +   
We light a candle for many purposes: to illuminate darkness, dedicate prayers, solidify 

intentions, offer blessings, evoke Spirit, or to nourish grateful living. Candle lighting 

connects us to a stillness within and to a global community contemplating change and 

transformation in our world.  

If you choose, you can also make an offering or fill out a prayer request card. Members 

of our healing ministry are available for anointing and blessing prayer. 



Music:   Marvellous Error (music:Paul Halley; text: Antonio Machado)  

- sung by Patricia Place 

Last night as I was sleeping, I dreamt (“marvellous error”) that a spring was 

breaking out in my heart. 

I said: Along which secret aqueduct, oh water, are you coming to me, water 

of a new life,  

Water of a new life, that I have never drunk? 

Last night as I was sleeping, I dreamt (“marvellous error”) that I had a 

beehive here inside my heart. 

And the golden bees were making white combs and sweet honey, from my 

old failures. 

Last night as I was sleeping, I dreamt (“marvellous error”) that a fiery sun was 

giving light inside my heart. 

It was fiery because I felt warmth as from a hearth, and sun because it gave 

light,  

And brought tears to my eyes. 

Last night as I was sleeping, I dreamt (“marvellous error”) that it was God, 

that it was God,  

That it was God here inside my heart. 
 

Prayers of the People  
Intro to prayer:  Open our Hearts (MV 21)   

During the prayers of the people, we remember our family, friends, our city, and people 

around the world. We will close our time of prayer by 

singing The Lord’s Prayer, in the version found on the laminated page in the pews.  

 

Singing Together*  We Are Pilgrims (VU 595) 
 

Blessing* +    
 

Postlude   Rigaudon (Campra) 
 

Thank you for worshipping at Knox today.  

Coffee and cookies are served in Knox Hall (the gym) after the service.  


