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Our mission: to join God in making connections 

with God 

with each other 

with creation 

with our own true selves. 
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Knox United Church is a member of the Affirming Ministries Program, 

a network of United Church congregations and ministries that declare themselves to be 

fully inclusive of people of all sexual orientations  

and gender identities. 
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Welcome to Sunday worship at Knox. Grab a coffee and join a conversation before the 

service, or enjoy some time alone. The prelude will begin about five minutes before 

worship. At that time, we encourage everyone to take a seat and reflect in silence. 

 

Sunday worship is a spiritual practice in which we gather in community to deepen our 

experience of God connecting people to God, connecting people to each other, 

connecting people to their own selves, and connecting people to creation. 

 

Welcome children! The Studio in the NW corner of the sanctuary is staffed and set up 

so that kids can enjoy activities created especially for them as they engage with the 

worship service.  

 

How to follow along. An asterisk indicates places in our worship where the 

congregation is invited to stand in body and/or spirit. VU stands for Voices United (the 

red hymnal) and MV stands for More Voices (the spiral-bound hymnal).  

 

Today’s theme.  Sexual ethics:  this passage from Mark has been the source of some 

pretty rigid moral stands, in the church.  Jesus seems to come out strongly against 

divorce; he even calls divorce and remarriage "adultery."  But while most of us probably 

value fidelity as an ideal, not many of us would support the kind of judgmental, hard-

edged legal position that has arisen from this story.  Sometimes divorce seems best, 

especially in situations of abuse.  And a remarriage is normally a fresh start.  How can 

that be bad?  Is there a grace, a power, a path, that can take us (hard hearted as we 

might be) into relationships of faithfulness and lifelong love?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering the beloved community 

 

Prelude  Bless the Broken Road (Hummon, Boyd, Hanna) 

     Carol Johnson, soloist, with EquiKnox Band 
 

Welcome ~ 

 
Passing the Peace ~      
 

Singing Together* My Love Colours Outside the Lines (MV 138) 

    
 

 

Listening for God’s voice 

 

Scripture Lesson  Mark 10: 2-12 
 

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife?" 3 He answered them, "What did Moses command you?" 4 They said, "Moses 

allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her." 5 But Jesus said to 

them, "Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6 But 

from the beginning of creation, 'God made them male and female.' 7 'For this reason a 

man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8 and the two shall 

become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has 

joined together, let no one separate." 10 Then in the house the disciples asked him again 

about this matter. 11 He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 

commits adultery against her; 12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another, 

she commits adultery." 

  

 

Today’s Message +     No second chances?    
      Dave Holmes  

 

Choir Anthem  Hallelujah (Cohen)   

     



 

Responding to God’s call 
    

 

Candle Lighting +   
We light a candle for many purposes: to illuminate darkness, dedicate prayers, solidify 

intentions, offer blessings, evoke Spirit, or to nourish grateful living. Candle lighting 

connects us to a stillness within and to a global community contemplating change and 

transformation in our world.  

 

If you choose, you can also make an offering or fill out a prayer request card. Members 

of our healing ministry are available for anointing and blessing prayer. 

 

Music:   God is what love is (words: Alison Robertson; music: C.J. Hoffman) 

 

Prayers of the People  
Intro to prayer:    

During the prayers of the people, we remember our family, friends, our city, and people 

around the world. We will close our time of prayer by 

singing The Lord’s Prayer, in the version found on the laminated page in the pews.  

 

Singing Together*  Love Is the Touch (MV 89)  
- Sung to the melody of “Be Thou My Vision” (VU 642) 

 

Blessing* +    
 

Postlude  My Love Colours Outside the Lines  
 

 

Thank you for worshipping at Knox today.  

Coffee and cookies are served in Knox Hall (the gym) after the service.  


