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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 December 01 – 03 – Calgary Carol Festival  
 December 09 – Christmas Bake Sale  
 December 21 – Blue Christmas 

 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE & JUSTICE 
COMMISSION 

 
Christmas Tree of Hope 

We're filling 100 purses for 100 Women. 
 
This year the decision was made to take on a  
"Purse-posful" donation drive for our Tree of Hope. 
This is an initiative put forward by Indigenous 
Women’s Health, and led by Suzanne Dzus, who is 
actively involved in both the Calgary Alliance for 
the Common Good and Knox’s meetings with 
Elders.  
 

Simply put: we collect old/unused purses, fill them 
with everyday necessities (and a few extras) and 
distribute them to women in need within Calgary.  
 

Look for the stars on the Tree of Hope beginning 
today. If you would like to get a head start on your 
shopping for this, you can look around your home 
for unused/old but serviceable purses and bags, or 
you can shop for toothbrushes, soap, winter 
scarves/gloves/hats, or $5 - $10 gift cards for 
McDonald’s or Tim Horton’s. 
 

Everything needs to arrive at Knox by December 
16, when Suzanne and her daughter will pick up 
the items for sorting and delivery. 
For further information contact Sue Forsyth in the 
Knox office, or Ellen Lang.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

HO! HO! HO! 
THE CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE!! 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2018 

 
Next Sunday, the Bake Sale will be held 
immediately following the church service. Please 
drop off all your baked Christmas goodies, jellies, 
jams, etc., to the gym before the service begins. 

 
Food Bank Donation 

 
For Sunday, December 09, the donation is soup. 
For Sunday, December 16, the donation is canned 
fruit. 
 
These items are only suggestions. Donations of 
non-perishable items including pet food are always  
welcome.  Please, do not bring egg cartons for the 
food bank. They no longer use them for 
distribution of eggs. 

 

ABOUT THE MUSIC . . . 

On this First Sunday of Advent, we as a 
congregation and choir sing hymns and songs that 
are rooted in the traditions of this introspective 
liturgical season. Many congregations around the 
world begin their Advent journey by singing the 
hymn, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel,” which is a 
15th century Plainsong melody. The seven verses 
listed in our Voices United hymnbook come from 
the Latin antiphons for Advent, created sometime 
around the 9th century! When we sing these 
words, we join with all those who have sung before 
us – voices of the past 1100 years!   
Whether old or new, the melodies and words of 
hymns and songs are chosen to reflect the four 
weekly themes of Advent (Hope, Peace, Joy, Love), 
and the overarching theme of the season, which is 
about the beauty of darkness, expectation, 
curiosity, and discovery.  
 



Music during Communion and Candle Lighting 
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1)  Pat Place, soprano, and David Westwick, 
mandolin, present a song that features the 
poetry of Emily Dickinson (1852) and the 
music of Tom Edskes (2014). The 
poem, “Hope is the Thing with Feathers” is 
"an extended metaphor, which likens the 
concept of hope to a feathered bird that is 
permanently perched in the soul of every 
human. There it sings, never stopping in its 
quest to inspire." 

Hope is the Thing with Feathers, 

Emily Dickinson (1830-1886) 

Hope is the thing with feathers   
That perches in the soul,   
And sings the tune without the words,   
And never stops at all,   
    
And sweetest in the gale is heard;           
And sore must be the storm   
That could abash the little bird   
That kept so many warm.   
    
I’ve heard it in the chillest land,   
And on the strangest sea;          
Yet, never, in extremity,   
It asked a crumb of me. 
 
 
 
2)  Steve Miller sings “Dark Night of the 
Soul” – a song written by Winnipeg 
Christian singer-songwriter, Steve Bell, 
using lyrics adapted from the poem, The 
Dark Night, by St. John of the Cross 
(1582). The lyrics speak to the beauty and 
gifts of darkness during Advent. 
 

 
 
DARK NIGHT OF THE SOUL 
(1582/2002) 
 
Into the darkest night with a heartache 
kindled into love, 
 I took a chance. 
  
When at last I went out, unobserved,  
My house being wrapped in sleep,The hour 
made secure and concealed the flight to my 
beloved.  
 
I took a chance 
And left familiar treasures well behind, too 
far for comforting. 
I went out by myself, seen by no one else.  
A somewhat reckless journey from the 
start, 
Pressing through the night without light or 
guide, 
Save for the fire that consumed my heart. 
I bless the starless night – a night by far 
more lovely than the dawn. 
 
Oh happy chance 
To discover in the barren dark the One I 
knew so well. 
And there with my love I rested, 
Fanned by a cooling wind, wounded by 
love’s caresses,  
Suspending all my senses. 
Bless this happy night that unites the lover 
and the loved. 
 
Oh happy chance 
To abandon every wretched care among the 
lilies there. 

 
 


