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Our mission: to join God in making connections 
with God 

with each other 
with creation 

with our own true selves. 
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Knox United Church is a member of the the Affirming Ministries Program, 
a network of United Church congregations and ministries that declare themselves to be 

fully inclusive of people of all sexual orientations  
and gender identities. 

 

 
 
 
 
Ministers:  Rev. Dr. Greg Glatz and Rev. Dr. Dave Holmes    Music director: Chellan Hoffman 



Welcome to Sunday worship at Knox. Grab a coffee and join a conversation before the 
service, or enjoy some time alone. The prelude will begin about five minutes before 
worship. At that time, we encourage everyone to take a seat and reflect in silence. 
 
Sunday worship is a spiritual practice in which we gather in community to deepen our 
experience of God connecting people to God, connecting people to each other, 
connecting people to their own selves, and connecting people to creation. 
 
Welcome children! The Studio in the NW corner of the sanctuary is staffed and set up 
so that kids can enjoy activities created especially for them as they engage with the 
worship service.  
 
How to follow along. An asterisk indicates places in our worship where the 
congregation is invited to stand in body and/or spirit. VU stands for Voices United (the 
red hymnal) and MV stands for More Voices (the spiral-bound hymnal).  
 
Advent:  into the darkness…  Advent, in the Northern Hemisphere, covers the period of 
deepest darkness, as the world turns towards the winter solstice.  Darkness has many 
symbolic meanings; it might mean trial, difficulty, suffering, even evil -- but it can also 
simply mean that our sight is obscured; in the dark we cannot see.   

Paradoxically, in the church year, the moment of deepest darkness is also the 
moment of new birth, of Incarnation, of God’s union with humanity and earthly life.   

This year during Advent, we will explore what it means to walk in the dark.  That 
might mean having hope in hard times, or it might mean being faithful when we can’t 
see clearly, can’t put our experience of God into words.  In fact, there is an entire 
tradition within Christianity (called the “apophatic tradition”) that sees the dark night of 
the soul as the most fruitful and faithful time in our lives.   

 
Today’s theme.   In a surprising number of serious conversations, I have heard 
thoughtful people wonder if we are experiencing the end of the world.  In a frightening, 
darkening time, from where does hope come, and what does it mean for our lives?  
 

Gathering the beloved community 
 

Prelude   Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (J.S. Bach)  

 
Processional Hymn  O Come, O Come Emmanuel (VU 1) 

Sing verses 1, 2, 6, 7 



Welcome ~ 

 
Passing the Peace ~      

 
Listening for the voice of God 

 
Singing Together* I Am Walking a Path (MV 221) 
This week we sing, “I am walking a path of hope …”   
 
Advent Candle Lighting  John Hall and the Knox Kids 
 
A moment for stewardship Aldo Marchese 
 
Scripture Lesson  Luke 21:25-28 
 
"There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear 
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27 Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great 
glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near." 
 
Today’s Message +     Stand up and raise your heads 
      Dave Holmes  
 
 

Responding to God’s call 
 

Candle Lighting and Communion +  We light a candle for many 
purposes: to illuminate darkness, dedicate prayers, solidify intentions, offer 
blessings, evoke Spirit, or to nourish grateful living. Candle lighting connects 
us to a stillness within and to a global community contemplating change and 
transformation in our world.  
 



If you choose, you can also make an offering or fill out a prayer request card. Members 
of our healing ministry are available for anointing and blessing prayer.   
 
We will also be receiving communion during this time.  All are welcome!  Come forward 
down the centre aisle, take a piece of bread (gluten-free is available) and dip it in the 
cup of juice, and eat right away.  After receiving communion, feel free to go to any of 
the candle tables, present an offering, etc., then return via the side aisles.   
 
The Lord be with you! 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts! 

 We lift them towards God. 

Let us give thanks to God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. 

 It is right and good to do so.   

We do give thanks to you, loving God… 
 
Music:  Hope is the Thing with Feathers (lyrics – Emily Dickinson; music – Tom Edskes)  
     Pat Place, soprano and David Westwick, mandolin 
The Dark Night of the Soul (lyrics adapted from St. John of the Cross; music – Steve Bell) 
     Steve Miller, tenor 

………………….……………………………………………………... 
 
Prayers of the People ~   
 
During the prayers of the people, we remember our family, friends, our city, and people 
around the world. We will close our time of prayer by singing the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
Singing Together*  People Look East (VU 9)    
 
Blessing* +   
 
Postlude   Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day (Gardner)  
     – sung by the Knox Choir  
 

Thank you for worshipping at Knox today.  
Coffee and cookies are served in Knox Hall (the gym) after the service.  


