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Our mission: to join God in making connections 

with God 

with each other 

with creation 

with our own true selves. 
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Knox United Church is a member of the Affirming Ministries Program, 

a network of United Church congregations and ministries that declare themselves to be 

fully inclusive of people of all sexual orientations  

and gender identities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministers:  Rev. Dr. Greg Glatz and Rev. Dr. Dave Holmes    Music director: Chellan Hoffman 



Welcome to Sunday worship at Knox. Grab a coffee and join a conversation before the 

service, or enjoy some time alone. The prelude will begin about five minutes before 

worship. At that time, we encourage everyone to take a seat and reflect in silence. 

 

Sunday worship is a spiritual practice in which we gather in community to deepen our 

experience of God connecting people to God, connecting people to each other, 

connecting people to their own selves, and connecting people to creation. 

 

Welcome children! The Studio in the NW corner of the sanctuary is staffed and set up 

so that kids can enjoy activities created especially for them as they engage with the 

worship service.  

 

How to follow along. An asterisk indicates places in our worship where the 

congregation is invited to stand in body and/or spirit. VU stands for Voices United (the 

red hymnal) and MV stands for More Voices (the spiral-bound hymnal).  

 

Advent:  into the darkness…  Advent, in the Northern Hemisphere, covers the period of 

deepest darkness, as the world turns towards the winter solstice.  Darkness has many 

symbolic meanings; it might mean trial, difficulty, suffering, even evil -- but it can also 

simply mean that our sight is obscured; in the dark we cannot see.   

Paradoxically, in the church year, the moment of deepest darkness is also the 

moment of new birth, of Incarnation, of God’s union with humanity and earthly life.   

This year during Advent, we will explore what it means to walk in the dark.  That 

might mean having hope in hard times, or it might mean being faithful when we can’t 

see clearly, can’t put our experience of God into words.  In fact, there is an entire 

tradition within Christianity (called the “apophatic tradition”) that sees the dark night of 

the soul as the most fruitful and faithful time in our lives.   

 

Today’s theme.  Our reading today is about John the Baptizer, the one who prepared 

the way for Jesus (which of course is also the purpose of Advent).  John talks about 

preparing through a process of repentance and forgiveness, and the quote from Isaiah 

talks about how this makes God's way easier.  According to AA, this is exactly the path 

towards peace:  the moral inventory, being ready and willing to give up character 

defects, making amends.  This is the work of peace, practiced in the dark… 

 

Gathering the beloved community 

 

Prelude Of the Father’s Love Begotten (plainsong; arr. Callahan)  
 



Welcome ~ 
 

Singing Together* There’s a Voice in the Wilderness (VU 18) 
 

Passing the Peace ~      
 

Singing Together*  We Are Walking a Path (MV 221) 
 

1. “We are walking a path of HOPE…” 

2. “We are walking a path of PEACE…” 

 

Lighting the Advent Candle:  Peace 
"Morning has Broken" (VU 409) 

   John Hall and the Knox Kids 

    

 

Listening for God’s voice 

 

Scripture Lesson  Luke 3: 1-6 
 

NRS Luke 3:1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 

was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 

the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight. 5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 

shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 

smooth; 6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 

 

Today’s Message +     Guiding our feet towards peace   
      Dave Holmes  

 
 



Choir Anthem         In the Beginning   (words: K. Carey; music: A. Smith) 

 

 

Responding to God’s call 
    

 

Candle Lighting +   
We light a candle for many purposes: to illuminate darkness, dedicate prayers, solidify 

intentions, offer blessings, evoke Spirit, or to nourish grateful living. Candle lighting 

connects us to a stillness within and to a global community contemplating change and 

transformation in our world.  

 

If you choose, you can also make an offering or fill out a prayer request card. Members 

of our healing ministry are available for anointing and blessing prayer. 

 

Music: I Wonder as I Wander (Appalachian folk tune, setting by Lynette Maynard) 

Kate MacQuarrie, flute 

 

 

Prayers of the People  
Intro to prayer:    

During the prayers of the people, we remember our family, friends, our city, and people 

around the world. We will close our time of prayer by 

singing The Lord’s Prayer, in the version found on the laminated page in the pews.  

 

 

Singing Together*  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (VU 44) 
 

Blessing* +    
 

 

Postlude  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (arr. Craig Curry) 

 
 

 

Thank you for worshipping at Knox today.  

Coffee and cookies are served in Knox Hall (the gym) after the service.  


