
Sunday Morning Worship 
 

 

 

December 16, 2018 

10:30 a.m. 

 

Third Sunday of Advent:  Joy 

 

 

 

 

Our mission: to join God in making connections 

with God 

with each other 

with creation 

with our own true selves. 

 

 

 

 

kxcalgary.com 
 

Knox United Church is a member of the Affirming Ministries Program, 

a network of United Church congregations and ministries that declare themselves to be 

fully inclusive of people of all sexual orientations  

and gender identities. 

 

 
Ministers:  Rev. Dr. Greg Glatz and Rev. Dr. Dave Holmes    Music director: Chellan Hoffman 

 

  



Welcome to Sunday worship at Knox. The prelude will begin about five minutes before 

worship. At that time, we encourage everyone to take a seat and reflect in silence. 

 

Sunday worship is a spiritual practice in which we gather in community to deepen our 

experience of God connecting people to God, connecting people to each other, 

connecting people to their own selves, and connecting people to creation. 

 

Welcome children! The Studio in the NW corner of the sanctuary is staffed and set up 

so that kids can enjoy activities created especially for them as they engage with the 

worship service.  

 

How to follow along. An asterisk indicates places in our worship where the 

congregation is invited to stand in body and/or spirit. VU stands for Voices United (the 

red hymnal) and MV stands for More Voices (the spiral-bound hymnal).  

 

Advent:  into the darkness…  Advent, in the Northern Hemisphere, covers the period of 

deepest darkness, as the world turns towards the winter solstice.  Darkness has many 

symbolic meanings; it might mean trial, difficulty, suffering, even evil -- but it can also 

simply mean that our sight is obscured; in the dark we cannot see.   

Paradoxically, in the church year, the moment of deepest darkness is also the 

moment of new birth, of Incarnation, of God’s union with humanity and earthly life.   

This year during Advent, we will explore what it means to walk in the dark.  That 

might mean having hope in hard times, or it might mean being faithful when we can’t 

see clearly, can’t put our experience of God into words.  In fact, there is an entire 

tradition within Christianity (called the “apophatic tradition”) that sees the dark night of 

the soul as the most fruitful and faithful time in our lives.   

 

Today’s theme.  This is the Sunday of joy, and we would all probably like more joy in our 

lives.  But most of us probably think that joy is a product of good circumstances.  Joy is 

our response when things go well for us.  But that is neither what Scripture teaches nor 

what the people of God have traditionally experienced.  How can we choose joy?  How 

can we experience the joy from God that flows up from within like a spring of water? 

 

Gathering the beloved community 

 

Prelude Hark, the Glad Sound! (arr. Aaron David Miller) 

  Good Christians Friends, Rejoice (arr. Lynette Maynard) 

Kate MacQuarrie, flute  
 



Welcome ~ 

 

Singing Together* Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (VU 35)  
 

Presenting our gifts from the Tree of Hope 
 

Passing the Peace ~      
 

 

Singing Together  I Am Walking a Path (MV 221)  
Hope, Peace, Joy… 

 

Lighting the Advent Candle:  Joy 
    John, Heidi, and the Knox Kids 

Singing Together: Down in My Heart  (see insert) 

 

 

Listening for God’s voice 

 

Scripture Lesson  Isaiah 12:2-6 and Philippians 4:4-7 
      By Amy Haynes 

 

NRS Isaiah 12:2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the 

LORD GOD is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. 3 With joy you will 

draw water from the wells of salvation. 4 And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the 

LORD, call on his name; make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that his 

name is exalted. 5 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be known 

in all the earth. 6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the 

Holy One of Israel. 

 

NRS Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but 

in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

 



Today’s Message +     Joy like a fountain   
      Dave Holmes  

 

Choir Anthem  Joyful is the Dark  

dedicated to our friend, James Wear 
 (Brian Wren, words; Bob Moore, music; choral setting, Chellan Hoffman) 

 

Responding to God’s call 

    

Candle Lighting +   
We light a candle for many purposes: to illuminate darkness, dedicate prayers, solidify 

intentions, offer blessings, evoke Spirit, or to nourish grateful living. Candle lighting 

connects us to a stillness within and to a global community contemplating change and 

transformation in our world.  

 

If you choose, you can also make an offering or fill out a prayer request card. Members 

of our healing ministry are available for anointing and blessing prayer. 

 

Music:  Variations on “In Dulci Jubilo” (Denis Bédard) 

 

Prayers of the People  
Invitation to prayer:   Maranatha (MV 19) - sing 3 times 

During the prayers of the people, we remember our family, friends, our city, and 

people around the world. We will close our time of prayer by singing  

The Lord’s Prayer, in the version found on the laminated page in the pews.  

 

Singing Together*   Jesus Came Bringing Us Joy /  

Go Tell It on the Mountain (see insert) 

Blessing* +    
 

 

Postlude     Variations on “In Dulci Jubilo” (setting by Denis Bédard) 
 

 

Thank you for worshipping at Knox today.  

Coffee and cookies are served in Knox Hall (the gym) after the service.  


