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Our mission: to join God in making connections 
with God 

with each other 
with creation 

with our own true selves. 
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a network of United Church congregations and ministries that declare themselves to be 

fully inclusive of people of all sexual orientations  
and gender identities. 
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Welcome to Sunday worship at Knox. Grab a coffee and join a conversation before the 
service, or enjoy some time alone. The prelude will begin about five minutes before 
worship. At that time, we encourage everyone to take a seat and reflect in silence. 
 
Sunday worship is a spiritual practice in which we gather in community to deepen our 
experience of God connecting people to God, connecting people to each other, 
connecting people to their own selves, and connecting people to creation. 
 
Welcome children! The Studio in the NW corner of the sanctuary is staffed and set up 
so that kids can enjoy activities created especially for them as they engage with the 
worship service.  
 
How to follow along. An asterisk indicates places in our worship where the 
congregation is invited to stand in body and/or spirit. VU stands for Voices United (the 
red hymnal) and MV stands for More Voices (the spiral-bound hymnal).  
 
Advent:  into the darkness…  Advent, in the Northern Hemisphere, covers the period of 
deepest darkness, as the world turns towards the winter solstice.  Darkness has many 
symbolic meanings; it might mean trial, difficulty, suffering, even evil -- but it can also 
simply mean that our sight is obscured; in the dark we cannot see.   

Paradoxically, in the church year, the moment of deepest darkness is also the 
moment of new birth, of Incarnation, of God’s union with humanity and earthly life.   

This year during Advent, we will explore what it means to walk in the dark.  That 
might mean having hope in hard times, or it might mean being faithful when we can’t 
see clearly, can’t put our experience of God into words.  In fact, there is an entire 
tradition within Christianity (called the “apophatic tradition”) that sees the dark night of 
the soul as the most fruitful and faithful time in our lives.   
 
Today’s theme.    We all know that love is (at least it's supposed to be) the core of the 
Christian faith and practice.  But in this famous passage love looks a lot like revolution 
and reversal.  How can that be?  
 

Gathering the beloved community 
 

Prelude Down to Earth, as a Dove 
(Tune: Personent Hodie, 1582, arr. Vicki Tucker Courtney) 

Welcome ~ 
 
Singing Together*  Down to Earth, as a Dove (VU 42) 
 



Passing the Peace ~      
 

Singing Together* I Am Walking a Path (MV 221) 
. . . Hope, Peace, Joy, Love  
 

Lighting the Advent Candle:  Love 
   John, Heidi, and the Knox Kids 
All you need is love 
Love, love, love… 
 
There's nothing you can do that can't be done 
Nothing you can sing that can't be sung 
Nothing you can say, but you can learn how to play the game 
It's easy 
Nothing you can make that can't be made 
No one you can save that can't be saved 
Nothing you can do, but you can learn how to be you in time 
It's easy 
 
All you need is love 
Love is all you need 
 
There's nothing you can know that isn't known 
Nothing you can see that isn't shown 
There's nowhere you can be that isn't where you're meant to be 
It's easy 

Listening for God’s voice 

 
Scripture Lesson  Luke 1:46 - 55 (The Magnificat) 

 
NRS Luke 1:46 And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior, 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, 
from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for the Mighty One has done great 
things for me, and holy is his name. 50 His mercy is for those who fear him from 
generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the 
proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52 He has brought down the powerful from their 
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent 
the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants 
forever." 



Today’s Message +     Unconditional love that changes things   
      Dave Holmes  

 
 

Choir Anthem  Before the Marvel of this Night (Schalk) 

 

Responding to God’s call 
    
 

Candle Lighting +   
We light a candle for many purposes: to illuminate darkness, dedicate prayers, solidify 
intentions, offer blessings, evoke Spirit, or to nourish grateful living. Candle lighting 
connects us to a stillness within and to a global community contemplating change and 
transformation in our world.  
 
If you choose, you can also make an offering or fill out a prayer request card. Members 
of our healing ministry are available for anointing and blessing prayer. 
 
Music: Holy Is Your Name (David Haas) 
 
 

Prayers of the People  
Intro to prayer:    
During the prayers of the people, we remember our family, friends, our city, and people 
around the world. We will close our time of prayer by 

singing The Lord’s Prayer, in the version found on the laminated page in the pews.  

 
 

Singing Together*  Joy to the World (VU 59) 
 

Blessing* +    
 
 

Postlude    
 
 

Thank you for worshipping at Knox today.  
Coffee and cookies are served in Knox Hall (the gym) after the service.  


