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Our mission: to join God in making connections 

with God 

with each other 

with creation 

with our own true selves. 
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Knox United Church is a member of the the Affirming Ministries Program, 

a network of United Church congregations and ministries that declare themselves to be 

fully inclusive of people of all sexual orientations  

and gender identities. 

 

 

 

 

 
Ministers:  Rev. Dr. Greg Glatz and Rev. Dr. Dave Holmes    Music director: Chellan Hoffman 



Welcome to Sunday worship at Knox. Grab a coffee and join a conversation before the 

service, or enjoy some time alone. The prelude will begin about five minutes before 

worship. At that time, we encourage everyone to take a seat and reflect in silence. 

 

Sunday worship is a spiritual practice in which we gather in community to deepen our 

experience of God connecting people to God, connecting people to each other, 

connecting people to their own selves, and connecting people to creation. 

 

Welcome children! The Studio in the NW corner of the sanctuary is staffed and set up 

so that kids can enjoy activities created especially for them as they engage with the 

worship service.  

 

How to follow along. An asterisk indicates places in our worship where the 

congregation is invited to stand in body and/or spirit. VU stands for Voices United (the 

red hymnal) and MV stands for More Voices (the spiral-bound hymnal).  

 

Today’s theme.   Today we will be coming back to the theme of this year’s UN World 

Interfaith Harmony Week:  I choose civility: listening, caring, engaging.   And as it 

happens, the lectionary has given us the famous reading from 1 Corinthians 13, that we 

often read at weddings.  But this is not a wedding reading:  it is a reading about what is 

absolutely essential for Christian communities.  It is not right belief (because that is 

unsure).  It is not right worship, or even right action (because we’re really not sure what 

those are, either, given our diversity).  The one essential is love for one another; and 

civility and respect are foundations for loving relationships.   

 

Gathering the beloved community 
 

Prelude   Chorale Prelude on ‘Adoro Te’ (Healey Willan)  

 
Processional Hymn  Let Us Build a House (MV 1)   
 

Welcome ~ 

 
Passing the Peace ~    
 

 



Listening for the voice of God 

 

Singing Together*  Come Let Us Worship God (a call and response 

song)   
 

Scripture Lesson  1 Corinthians 13  
 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 

gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do 

not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my 

body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient; love is 

kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own 

way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in 

the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they 

will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part, and we 

prophesy only in part; 10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 

11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 

when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror, 

dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, 

even as I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 

and the greatest of these is love. 

 

Anthem   Paul’s Song (John Bell) - a paraphrase of 1 Corinthians 1:1-13; 

sung by Pat Place, Chellan Hoffman, David Westwick, Steve Miller 
 

Today’s Message +     For us, love is not optional 
      Dave Holmes  

 

Responding to God’s call 

 

Candle Lighting and Communion +   
We light a candle for many purposes: to illuminate darkness, dedicate prayers, solidify 

intentions, offer blessings, evoke Spirit, or to nourish grateful living. Candle lighting 



connects us to a stillness within and to a global community contemplating change and 

transformation in our world.  

 

If you choose, you can also make an offering or fill out a prayer request card. Members 

of our healing ministry are available for anointing and blessing prayer.   

 

We will also be receiving communion during this time.  All are welcome!  Come forward 

down the centre aisle, take a piece of bread (gluten-free is available) and dip it in the 

cup of juice, and eat right away.  After receiving communion, feel free to go to any of 

the candle tables, present an offering, etc.   Then return via the side aisles.  Lalio 

 

Music:  Let Us Break Bread Together (traditional spiritual)  
 

 

Prayers of the People ~   
Prayer of lovingkindness 

 May I/you/all beings live in spirit and in truth 

 May  I/you/all beings be delivered from evil 

 May  I/you/all beings be healed 

 May  I/you/all beings be whole 

 May  I/you/all beings be at peace.   

 

During the prayers of the people, we remember our family, friends, our city, and people 

around the world. We will close our time of prayer by singing the Lord’s Prayer:  

 

Singing Together*    Deep in Our Hearts (MV 154)  

 

Blessing* +   
 

 

Postlude    Carillon (Robert Lind)      
 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping at Knox today.  

Coffee and cookies are served in Knox Hall (the gym) after the service. Sanctuary Coffee 

is also open following the service and during our noon worship. 


