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Our mission: to join God in making connections 
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with each other 
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with our own true selves. 
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a network of United Church congregations and ministries that declare themselves to be 

fully inclusive of people of all sexual orientations  
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Welcome to Sunday worship at Knox. Grab a coffee and join a conversation before the 

service, or enjoy some time alone. The prelude will begin about five minutes before 

worship. At that time, we encourage everyone to take a seat and reflect in silence. 

 

Sunday worship is a spiritual practice in which we gather in community to deepen our 

experience of God connecting people to God, connecting people to each other, 

connecting people to their own selves, and connecting people to creation. 

 

Welcome children! The Studio in the NW corner of the sanctuary is staffed and set up 

so that kids can enjoy activities created especially for them as they engage with the 

worship service.  

 

How to follow along. An asterisk indicates places in our worship where the 

congregation is invited to stand in body and/or spirit. VU stands for Voices United (the 

red hymnal) and MV stands for More Voices (the spiral-bound hymnal).  

 

Today’s theme.   In our scripture this morning, there is an intriguing suggestion that if 

we put our trust in ourselves, we just might miss relief when it comes. Is it true? Can we 

turn our lives towards the wasteland simply by paying attention to the wrong things? 

Baptism is the entry into a covenant community in which we work together to pay 

attention to God and God's grace in our lives -- to learn to live as a tree planted by a 

stream, that is strong and well-grounded and resistant to the challenges of drought and 

winter..   

 

Gathering the beloved community 

 

Prelude   Wade in the Water (spiritual; arr. Mark Hayes)  

- sung by Pat Place     

 

Welcome ~ 

 
Passing the Peace ~      
 

Singing our Faith*  This Day God Gives Me (VU 410)  

- sung to the tune of “Morning has Broken,” VU 409 

 



Sacrament of Baptism 

 

Listening for the voice of God 

 
 

Scripture Lesson  Jeremiah 17: 5-10  
      John, Heidi and the Knox Kids 

 

Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh 

their strength, whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 6 They shall be like a shrub in 

the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places of 

the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. 7 Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 

whose trust is the LORD. 8 They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its 

roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in 

the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. 9 The heart is 

devious above all else; it is perverse-- who can understand it? 10 I the LORD test the 

mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to the fruit 

of their doings. 

 

Singing Together I Shall Not, I Shall Not Be Moved (spiritual)  
  – a call and response song led by Dave Holmes and Halo Singers 
 

1. I shall not be, I shall not be moved (2 times) 

      Just like a tree that’s planted by the water, I shall not be moved.  

 

    2. On the way to heaven, I shall not be moved...  

 

    3. When I’m faced with trouble, I shall not be moved...   
     

 

 

Today’s Message +     Attending to the good stuff 
      Dave Holmes    

 



Responding to God’s call 

 
 

Candle Lighting +   
We light a candle for many purposes: to illuminate darkness, dedicate prayers, solidify 

intentions, offer blessings, evoke Spirit, or to nourish grateful living. Candle lighting 

connects us to a stillness within and to a global community contemplating change and 

transformation in our world.  

 

If you choose, you can also make an offering or fill out a prayer request card. Members 

of our healing ministry are available for anointing and blessing prayer. 

 

Music: Rock-a-my Soul / Michael, Row the Boat Ashore (spirituals arranged by Ann Buys) 

 

 

 

Prayers of the People ~   
 

During the prayers of the people, we remember our family, friends, our city, and people 

around the world. We will close our time of prayer by singing the Lord’s Prayer, which is 

on the laminated sheet in the pews.  

 

Singing Together*  How Firm a Foundation (VU 660)     

 

Blessing* +    
 

 

Postlude  Kum Ba Yah (arr. Joel Raney) 

       
 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping at Knox today.  

Coffee and cookies are served in Knox Hall (the gym) after the service.  


