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Welcome to Sunday worship at Knox. Grab a coffee and join a conversation before the 

service, or enjoy some time alone. The prelude will begin about five minutes before 

worship. At that time, we encourage everyone to take a seat and reflect in silence. 

 

Sunday worship is a spiritual practice in which we gather in community to deepen our 

experience of God connecting people to God, connecting people to each other, 

connecting people to their own selves, and connecting people to creation. 

 

Welcome children! The Studio in the NW corner of the sanctuary is staffed and set up 

so that kids can enjoy activities created especially for them as they engage with the 

worship service.  

 

A warm welcome and thank you to Colin Redekop, for directing the choir and leading 

the music in today’s service while Chellan Hoffman is away. We thank him for his gifts! 

Thank you to Dennis Ruf for accompanying the Lord’s Prayer on piano this morning.  

 

How to follow along. An asterisk indicates places in our worship where the 

congregation is invited to stand in body and/or spirit. VU stands for Voices United (the 

red hymnal) and MV stands for More Voices (the spiral-bound hymnal).  

 

Today’s theme.   This is the very famous parable of the Prodigal. But it's very interesting, 

because if the story were really about the younger son, surely it would end earlier! But 

the parable ends with the older son, as he is left to decide whether he will join the party 

or not. In this parable, it's as if Jesus is challenging us to repent both of sin (represented 

by the younger son), and of a certain form of righteousness (represented by the older 

son). Today we look at the practice of "retiring the loyal soldier." 

 

Gathering the beloved community 
 

Prelude  4 Communion Hymns (arr. John Carter) 

 I come with joy; Let us talents and tongues employ; 

Now the silence; I am the bread of life 
 

  Processional Hymn  Amazing Grace (VU 266) 
 

Welcome ~ 

Passing the Peace ~      

 



Listening for the voice of God 

 

Singing Together* I am the Dream (MV 106)    

 

Scripture Lesson  Luke 15:1-3 and 11-32 
        Read by Larry Katzell 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees 

and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 

3 So he told them this parable: 
 
Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his 

father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his 

property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled 

to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had 

spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in 

need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 

to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 

were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself he said, 'How 

many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 

hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of 

your hired hands."' 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his 

father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed 

him. 21 Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.' 22 But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a 

robe-- the best one-- and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And 

get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and 

is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to celebrate. 25 "Now his elder son 

was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 

26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, 'Your brother has 

come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' 

28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with 

him. 29 But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave 

for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young 

goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who 

has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' 31 Then the 

father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to 

celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost 

and has been found.'" 

 

 



Today’s Message +     Repenting of righteousness 
      Dave Holmes 

 

Responding to God’s call 
 

Candle Lighting and Communion +  
 

We light a candle for many purposes: to illuminate darkness, dedicate prayers, solidify 

intentions, offer blessings, evoke Spirit, or to nourish grateful living. Candle lighting connects us 

to a stillness within and to a global community contemplating change and transformation in 

our world.  

 

If you choose, you can also make an offering or fill out a prayer request card. Members of our 

healing ministry are available for anointing and blessing prayer.   

 

We will also be receiving communion during this time.  All are welcome to receive communion 

at Knox!  Come forward down the centre aisle, take a wafer (gluten-free) and dip it in the cup 

of juice, and eat right away.  After receiving communion, feel free to go to any of the candle 

tables, present an offering, etc.   Then return via the side aisles.   

 

Choir Anthem:  Deck Yourself, My Soul, with Gladness (VU 463), choir 

Organ Music:  Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele (Brahms), organ 
Deck Thyself, O Soul, with Gladness  

 

Prayers of the People ~   
 (Kyrie at beginning and end: MV 70) 

During the prayers of the people, we remember our family, friends, our city, and people 

around the world. We will close our time of prayer by singing the Lord’s Prayer, 

found on the laminated sheet in the pew.  

 

Recessional Hymn*  As We Gather at Your Table (VU 457)    
 

Blessing* +   
 

Postlude  Come, thou fount of every blessing (arr. Benjamin Culli)  

  
Thank you for worshipping at Knox today. 

Coffee and cookies are served in Knox Hall (the gym) after the service. Sanctuary Coffee is also open, as 

we prepare for PAX at noon, and you are more than welcome to support our social enterprise! 


