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Our mission: to join God in making connections 
with God 

with each other 
with creation 

with our own true selves. 
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Knox United Church is a member of the Affirming Ministries Program, 
a network of United Church congregations and ministries that declare themselves to be 

fully inclusive of people of all sexual orientations  
and gender identities. 

 
 
Ministers:  Rev. Dr. Greg Glatz and Rev. Dr. Dave Holmes    Music director: Chellan Hoffman 
 
Today’s theme.   This passage is part of Jesus' prayer for his disciples, and is actually 
part of the DNA of the United Church of Canada. The United Church exists as a mission 
and ministry of connection, bringing different denominations and streams of Christians 
into greater unity. But there is an even deeper unity that Jesus prays about here -- God 
in us and we in God. It is the mystery of the Incarnation, and the mystery of our being -- 
that somehow, we are not separate from God at all. Our practice today is the ancient 
practice of COMMUNION.    
  



How to follow along. An asterisk indicates places in our worship where the 
congregation is invited to stand in body and/or spirit. VU stands for Voices United (the 
red hymnal) and MV stands for More Voices (the spiral-bound hymnal).  
 
We also welcome the St. Andrew-Caledonian Pipe Band and Society to worship for the 
annual “Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans” worship.  This appears to be a North American invention, 
which celebrates Scottish heritage (which we have, as a former Presbyterian Church) but 
which also encourages us to bring together our clan identity -- our family, vocation, 
heritage (whatever it may be) -- and our religious life.  This is also an awareness of 
Incarnation, in that God is present and served in all we are and do.  From pipe band 
director, Robert Henderson:  A tartan “has many colours, all woven together to create a 
unified whole ...  The colours in a tartan can represent all the people in one's life that 
have helped shape a person and make them a whole member of the community. A little 
bit from every member makes the community what it is.”   
 
 

Gathering the beloved community 
 

Prelude of Scottish folk songs  
The Skye Boat Song (arr. Richard Lloyd)  
Afton Water (Colin Hand)            – played by Kate MacQuarrie, flute 

   
Singing Together*   We Praise You, O God, our Redeemer (VU 218) 
 
Welcome  
 
Passing the Peace       

 
PROCESSION OF THE TARTANS Highland Cathedral (Roever/Korb) 

Led by the St. Andrew-Caledonian Society 
 
Everyone is invited to join the procession, either with your family or chosen tartan or with a symbol 
of “your people” -- your family, colleagues, close friends, those in your past, present, or a hoped-for 
future. Cards are available in your bulletins if you have no symbol and wish to write your family 
name or draw a symbol of your clan or your people. 
 
 
 



BLESSING OF THE TARTANS   Grant McEwan’s Prayer (adapted) 
Almighty God, You have promised that in all places 
where You record Your Name, 
You will meet Your servants to bless them. 
Fulfill now Your promise and make us joyful in our praying, 
so that our worship, being offered in the Name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
and by the guidance of Your Holy Spirit, 
may be acceptable to You, and profitable unto ourselves. 
Bless, we pray, these Tartans, bless these symbols of community. 
This is the stuff of our lives, our homes, our loves, our work, our place. 
This is who we are, and these are the people who shape our lives. 
We pray your blessing on us, and on those represented here, 
that our lives may be lived in true service of You, 
towards the mending and the joy of the world. 
May we love one another as you have loved us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Listening for the voice of God 
 
Singing Together* Come Now, O God of Peace - sing 4 times 

 
Come now,  O  God of  peace,  
We are your people; 
Pour out your Spirit  
That we   be one body.  

 
Scripture Lesson  John 17: 20-26 (Tim Bell) 
 
"I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me 
through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in 
you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 
The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are 
one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the 
world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 
me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me 
where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world. 25 "Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know 
you; and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made your name known to them, and I 
will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and 
I in them." 
 



Today’s Message     The mysterious and difficult art of unity 
      Dave Holmes 
 
Choir Anthem  Come Away to the Skies (words: C. Wesley; music: P. Halley) 
   – Carol Johnson, soloist; Tim Harley, bass; Brent Van Dusen, drums  

 
Responding to God’s call 

 

Candle Lighting and Communion    
We light a candle for many purposes: to illuminate darkness, dedicate prayers, solidify 
intentions, offer blessings, evoke Spirit, or to nourish grateful living. Candle lighting 
connects us to a stillness within and to a global community contemplating change and 
transformation in our world.  
 

If you choose, you can also make an offering or fill out a prayer request card. Members 
of our healing ministry are available for anointing and blessing prayer.   
 

We will also be receiving communion during this time.  All are welcome!  Come forward 
down the centre aisle, take a piece of bread (gluten-free is available) and dip it in the 
cup of juice, and eat right away.  After receiving communion, feel free to go to any of 
the candle tables, present an offering, etc.   Then return via the side aisles.   
 
Music:  Blessed Are Those Who Are Called to the Table (Linnea Good)  

- Knox Choir; Tim Harley, bass; Brent Van Dusen, drums 
 

Prayers of the People  
 
During the prayers of the people, we remember our family, friends, our city, and people 
around the world. We will close our time of prayer by singing the Lord’s Prayer, 
found on the laminated sheet in the pew.  
 
Singing Together*  Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (VU 481)    

Blessing* +  
 
Postlude   The Water’s Wide  

– St. Andrew-Caledonian Pipe Band 
 

Thank you for worshipping at Knox today. 
Coffee and cookies are served in Knox Hall (the gym) after the service. 


