
Knox United Church 
 Announcements & Upcoming Events  

Sunday, July 28, 2019  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

• Sept 01:  9:00 AM Pride Service, 3:00 PM 

• Sept 01:  3:00 PM Wedding (Chellan and 
Steve)  
 

 
Food Bank Donation 

 

For Sunday, August 04, the donation is jam/jelly.  
For Sunday, August 11, the donation is canned 
vegetables. 
 

 
Joint Interfaith Task Force against 
Hatred and Violence  

The Joint Interfaith Task Force against Hatred and 
Violence met recently to launch its initiative and to 
organize into the working groups that will address 
the issue of reducing and ultimately overcoming 
prejudice and hatred in our midst. We will be 
meeting on August 28 (details of time and location 
to follow) to break out into the groups focusing on 
Community Engagement, Education, Social 
Activism, and Media Outreach. The research study 
will be taking place over the next two months and 
you will learn more about that separately. If you 
are interested in participating, please contact Rabbi 
Osadchey at rabbi@bethtzedec.ca or 403-255-8688  

 
Mission and Outreach 

The Mission and Outreach Subcommittee of the 
Justice Committee at Knox United Church would 
like to acknowledge a deposit of bottles and cans 
to the funds for Operation Eyesight. This was 
facilitated by Ambrosio Barbosa from the Calgary 
Transit-Access personnel shop.   Many thanks.  

 
 

 
Calgary Interfaith Council 

 

The Calgary Interfaith Council embraces a deep 
commitment to effecting social justice locally and  
globally as a reflection of our shared religious 
values. 
 
During the summer, the Calgary Interfaith Council 
is sponsoring a summer course, entitled “Building 
Religious and Cultural Inclusion in the Workplace”, 
August 13 – 19. For further information, go to: 
https://www.calgaryinterfaithcouncil.org 
 
The Council is also a part of I-CARE, which just 
launched on June 26, at the Akram Jomaa mosque. 
This is a very exciting initiative incorporating a 
massive coalition of 58 religious and community 
groups coming together to form the Interfaith and 
Community Approach to Resisting and Eliminating 
Hate, Racism and Violence. 
 

Calgary Alliance for the Common 
Good 

City budget cuts 
As many of you may be aware, the economic 
downturn in the city core has affected business 
taxes, especially those for small businesses outside 
of the city core, which have risen precipitously.  In 
response to this, a number of business owners 
have recently protested, and the city council has 
decided to offer tax relief by cutting $60 million 
from the city budget immediately, and without 
public consultation.  Since this budget cut will 
occur with the year more than half gone, the 
equivalent annual budget cut will be more like 
$140 million.  To put this in perspective, the entire 
parks and recreation budget is something like $90 
million.  The Calgary Alliance for the Common 
Good, of which we are a part, has joined with some 
others in an initiative we are calling 
#KeepCalgaryStrong.  While we are certainly aware 
of the hardship the taxes are causing small 
businesses and wish to support an environment 
where (especially small) businesses can thrive, we 
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also want to ensure that the cuts made by city 
council are not made on the backs of the most 
vulnerable.  We are also concerned that a budget 
process that has involved considerable thought and 
public consultation, and which resulted in a budget 
only recently approved by Council, is changed so 
suddenly and radically.   
  
 

Wisdom Center 
 

The Wisdom Centre and Hillhurst United invite you 
to join us, November 1 – 3, 2019 for a 3-day event 
with Brian McLaren. On Friday, November 1, at 7 
pm, Brian will be giving a lecture at Knox entitled 
“Re-Wilding Christianity.” Registration is already 
open at https://wisdomcentre.ca  

 
 

Knox hosts Pride Service – Sept 01 
 
The Calgary Affirming Network of Faith has had its 
float approved for the 2019 Calgary Pride Parade! 
Calgary Pride is the fastest growing Pride in North 
America. We will be joining roughly 18 other faith 
groups with the float.  
 
On the morning of September 1, Knox will be 
hosting a special Pride Service at 9 AM.  
 
 

Minutes for Mission – 
Access to Safe Water  

 
Our gifts for Mission & Service provide water.  
Water is a gift of God and fundamental human 
right.  Getting water remains a grueling chore for 
many in the Global South, who may spend much of 
their day hauling water from distant sources to 
meet their families’ needs.  Access to water affects 
every part of daily life.  Mission & Service partner 
People’s Action Forum is working hard to address 
these challenges in rural Zambia.  
 
From 2015 to 2016, People’s Action Forum tripled 
the number of boreholes it was able to drill from 
10 to 30.  It says, “The list of needy communities is 

always longer than what can be provided in any 
given year.  Every single additional well that can be 
provided keeps a community from waiting another 
whole year on the waiting list.”  Boreholes are 
often drilled close to community hubs like schools, 
making access as broad as possible.  
 
Near the town of Mumbwa Chipo, the primary 
school has 620 children enrolled.  Head teacher, 
Fredah Kafuti, talks about the positive difference a 
borehole drilled by People’s Action Forum has 
made.  Before the borehole was drilled, staff and 
students had a four-kilometer walk to the closest 
water supply.  Now students have ready access to 
safe drinking water and have been able to establish 
small vegetable gardens for the school feeding 
program.  
 
Fredah says, “These are vulnerable children.  They 
live in poverty, which makes the school’s feeding 
program crucial.  Education will give them a chance 
for a better life.”  The borehole, she added, is 
helping the school serve that most important 
purpose.  
 
Mission & Service is making a difference in rural 
Zambia.  
 
If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part 
of your life, thank you so much!  If you have not 
given, please join me in making Mission & Service 
giving a regular part of your life of faith.  Loving our 
neighbor is at the heart of our Mission & Service.  
 

 
Wedding Bells for Chellan & Steve – 

Sept 01 
 
The Knox Congregation is cordially invited to the 
Wedding Ceremony and Champagne and Ice Cream 
reception of Chellan and Steve on Sunday 1st, 2019 
at 3:00 PM, Knox United Church.  All are welcome!  
If you have not yet received an email invitation 
from us, and you would like to attend the 
reception, please reply to Chellan (in person, or by 
email:   choffman@knoxunited.ab.ca) so that we 
have enough food and drinks on hand for our 
guests!  Thank you! 
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