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Our mission: to join God in making connections 
with God 

with each other 
with creation 

with our own true selves. 
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Knox United Church is a member of the Affirming Ministries Program, 
a network of United Church congregations and ministries that declare themselves to be 

fully inclusive of people of all sexual orientations  
and gender identities. 
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Welcome to Sunday worship at Knox. Grab a coffee and join a conversation before the 
service, or enjoy some time alone. The prelude will begin about five minutes before 
worship. At that time, we encourage everyone to take a seat and reflect in silence. 
 
Sunday worship is a spiritual practice in which we gather in community to deepen our 
experience of God connecting people to God, connecting people to each other, 
connecting people to their own selves, and connecting people to creation. 
 
Welcome children! The Studio in the NW corner of the sanctuary is staffed and set up 
so that kids can enjoy activities created especially for them as they engage with the 
worship service.  
 
How to follow along. An asterisk indicates places in our worship where the 
congregation is invited to stand in body and/or spirit. VU stands for Voices United (the 
red hymnal) and MV stands for More Voices (the spiral-bound hymnal).  
 
Today’s theme.   This brief passage is about asking, seeking, knocking, as part of the 
spiritual life.  This passage comes immediately after Jesus teaches his followers what we 
call "the Lord's Prayer" and seems to be a commentary on prayer.  Prayer is 
characterized both as pestering a reluctant and unresponsive giver, and also as asking of 
one who is more eager to give than a loving parent.  It seems a contradiction, but…  
have you experienced both of these?  How do we make sense of this?  Most of all, how 
do we respond creatively to these real-life experiences of prayer? 

 
Gathering the beloved community 

 
Prelude You Are My All in All (words & music by Dennis Jernigan / arr. Harlan) 
      - sung by Trish Johnson, Carol Johnson, Tim Bell, Arthur Barbosa 
Welcome  

 
Passing the Peace       
 
Singing Together* In Loving Partnership We Come (VU 603)  
  

 



Listening for God’s voice 

 
Scripture Lesson  Luke 11:5-13  

 
Luke 11:5-13 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

Perseverance in Prayer 
5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight 
and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 for a friend of mine has arrived, 
and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; 
the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up 
and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything 
because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him 
whatever he needs. 
9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the 
door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 Is there anyone 
among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if 
the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit[b] to those who ask him!” 
 

Singing Together* Seek Ye First (VU 356) 
 
 

Today’s Message      God's silence, God’s giving 
Dave Holmes 

 
 

Responding to God’s call 
 
Choir Anthem   The Prayer (with Lead Us, Lord) 

- Words & music by Carol Bayer Sager and David Foster / arranged by Tom Fettke 
- Sung by Trish Johnson, Carol Johnson, Tim Bell, Arthur Barbosa  

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11%3A5-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25411b


Candle Lighting  
We light a candle for many purposes: to illuminate darkness, dedicate prayers, solidify 
intentions, offer blessings, evoke Spirit, or to nourish grateful living. Candle lighting 
connects us to a stillness within and to a global community contemplating change and 
transformation in our world.  
 
If you choose, you can also make an offering or fill out a prayer request card. Members 
of our healing ministry are available for anointing and blessing prayer. 
 
Music:  Lord, I Stretch My Hands to You (Jay Althouse) 

- Sung by Trish Johnson, Carol Johnson, Tim Bell, Arthur Barbosa 

 
 
Prayers of the People    
 
During the prayers of the people, we remember our family, friends, our city, and people 
around the world. We will close our time of prayer by singing the Lord’s Prayer, found 
on the laminated sheet in the pew.  
 

 
Singing Together*  Draw the Circle Wide (MV 145)    

 
 

 
Blessing*    
 
 

Postlude   Trumpet Tune (Hoffman)       
 
 
 

Thank you for worshipping at Knox today.  
Coffee and cookies are served in Knox Hall (the gym) after the service.  

  


