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The month of June has been a busy 
one for the CMC. June 1st was the 
day we moved out the rear pews 
to accommodate the Sanctuary 
Cafe under the balcony. Stephanie 
Martin, Chuck Curry and Sol Candel 
transformed the space with the help 
of hired pew movers. It was the first 
time that we saw the final effect 
of the design work that Stephanie 
Martin had created. Woot! Woot! 
Stephanie!

June has also seen the erection of 
the scaffolding for the bell tower 
reconstruction. It’s a pity to have 
our beautiful exterior obscured by 

Church Management Commission

the scaffolding and blue netting, but the project was mandated by 
the City of Calgary as a matter of public safety and it’s a relief to have 
it finally underway. We recognize that it poses some challenges for 
the year, particularly for the twelve weddings that are booked to take 
place during construction, and we are grateful for everyone’s patience. 
Thanks to Sue and to our new Wedding Coordinator, Vanessa Farkas, 
for all of the work they are putting in with our wedding couples to 
address their concerns and give them a positive experience in spite of 
these unfortunate circumstances.

Also on the stone restoration project, Knox has sent in the first request 
for a grant rebate of $17,300 for the detailing of the scope of work and 
the preparation of the bidding documents by our consultant, Gary 
Sturgeon. Other grants from the Provincial Government and the City of 
Calgary which are supporting the work will be funded at the end of the 
project in October.

In the meantime, we are applying for grants to support the complete 
replacement of the historic church kitchen and for the further 
restoration of the stone facade on the west side of the tower. 

This summer Knox will engage Chalmers Heritage Conservation Ltd. 
to restore the doors of the three entrances to the Narthex. This will be 
a complete restoration with the addition of weather proofing on the 
inner swinging doors to provide environmental control when the church 
is open for events, worship and sanctuary cafe access.

Kay de la Ronde

Strategic Community  
Partnerships

The Strategic Community Partnerships 
Team (Knox Team) continues to be focused 

on finding a partner (or partners) who fit 
our mission driven vision for the Annex. 

Discussions are ongoing with Shane Gauthier, 
Executive Director and Trian Knight, Co-

Ordinating Elder of the Aboriginal Friendship 
Centre of Calgary. The Centre is seriously 

interested in establishing a “Satellite 
Friendship Centre” in the lower level  

of the Annex.

Inn From The Cold (IFTC) was successful in 
its application to the Alberta Government for 
a grant to establish a child care centre in the 
lower level of the Annex at Knox. It’s a pilot 
project and IFTC’s funding has been secured 

for three years. The Knox Team applied to 
the Calgary Foundation for a grant towards 
the costs involved with Knox’s responsibility 
to make the space ready for IFTC to develop 

to its specific requirements. The Calgary 
Foundation, which has expressed genuine 
interest in the overall vision of the “Next 
1100 Days”, has confirmed a grant in the 

amount of $200,000 towards development 
of the lower level of the Annex. And, the 

Knox Foundation is making a most generous 
donation to the Church of $105,000, 

which has been committed to the Annex 
development project as well.  

Knox has hired architect, Anthony Cameron, 
Left Hand Architecture and Design. On 

Monday, June 11, he submitted the complete 
package required for Knox to obtain a 

development permit. A meeting took place 
June 12 which Greg and I attended, along 

with IFTC’s Executive Director, Program 
Director, and Early Childhood Development 
Manager. Representatives of the Community 

Planning & Development, Transportation 
Services and Heritage Departments were 
in attendance. It was a very cordial and 

supportive meeting. We’re now waiting while 
the application works its way through  

the system.

Wine & Cheese Thank You Event
Sunday July 22 @ 1:30 - 3:00 pm in the Labyrinth

The stewardship group are exceedingly grateful to each of you for your 
commitment to Knox, including your financial gifts. Your generosity of 
spirit and support make Knox a wonderful place. Thank you for all you 

are and do!



A Message 
From Dave

One of our Next 1100 Days initiatives 
is to become a post-colonial church. 
This may, in fact, be one of the more 
controversial parts of our vision, but I 
believe it is one of the most important.  
If thinkers like Phyllis Tickle are correct, 
and we are in the midst of an every-
500-year reformation right now, I 
believe that challenging colonialism is 
one of the most important aspects of 
that reformation. And here at Knox, we 
are very much a part of that movement.  

Likely, not too many of us think of 
ourselves as “colonial.” That’s past, we 
think – part of the old British Empire, 
something from which we, and the rest 
of the world, have moved on. But as I 
have listened to indigenous peoples, 
and some of the African clergy who 
have joined the United Church in 
recent years, I am coming to believe 
that we may not, in fact, have moved 
on as far as we think.

The British, for instance, no longer 
maintain colonial control of their 
former empire. But colonialism is still 
embedded in our constitution, and 
in our laws (such as the Indian Act), 
and most especially, in the attitudes 
and assumptions that underlie our 
idea of “normal.” These attitudes and 
assumptions are very difficult for us to 
see, simply because they are so normal 
for us, so much a part of the glasses 
through which we view the world. But 
they can become more visible when 
we allow ourselves to see through the 
eyes of others – those who are not as 
privileged as most of us are.  

Jesus was crucified – killed by the 
powers, the Establishment, of his day.  
The gospel he preached was “good 

Changing Normal:  becoming a post-colonial church

news for the poor” and “release to the 
captives.” But ever since Constantine in 
the 4th Century, since the legalization 
and institutionalization of Christianity, 
we have become part of the 
Establishment that Jesus challenged. 
The interests of power and privilege 
have blinded us, over the centuries, to 
the teaching of Jesus. The church has 
become much more like the Pharisees 
of Jesus’ time, much more like the 
Sadducees and the Temple authorities, 
and less like Jesus.  

Christians have come to believe, for 
instance, that Christianity is God’s 
single, chosen religion. This has meant 
that Christians have, for centuries, 
believed that we are called to convert 
anyone of other religions or no religion.  
We even have believed that God’s 
love depends on the acceptance of 
Christianity! This, in turn, has allowed 
Christians to believe that non-
Christians are somehow inferior, that 
it is acceptable to conquer or enslave 
them, it has justified violent means of 
conversion (like the Residential Schools 
here in Canada). The attitude persists 
today in the suspicion people have 
towards Islam and other religions, and 
in the various forms of white supremacy 
and Eurocentrism, the idea that white 
European culture is the norm and all 
others are “backwards.” While most 
of us in the liberal church are quite 
uncomfortable with these beliefs and 
attitudes, they are still usually present 
in the background, and as we can see 
from the politics of today, it is relatively 
easy to raise even the ugliest of these 
attitudes to the surface in our larger 
society.  

But a halfway careful reading of 
Scripture indicates that for both 

Christianity and Judaism God’s 
“choice” is not a matter of privilege or 
exclusivism, but of responsibility. God 
chooses Israel, and Jesus’ followers, 
for service, for a calling, and not for 
exclusive privileges. There are no 
unchosen, unloved people in this 
world. A post-Colonial church will be 
one that looks upon all people as made 
in God’s image, and that looks for 
God’s Spirit to be active in all religions 
and none.  

There are a host of other colonial 
attitudes buried even in our own 
enlightened hearts and minds. The 
notion that humanity is separate from, 
and in control of Nature is one(in reality 
we are a part of nature, and entirely 
dependent upon it, as is taught by 
both Scripture and science). Another 
is the myth of upward mobility (Jesus 
never promised or taught that we 
should grow in wealth and privilege 
over our lifetimes, but rather that we 
should grow in love, community, and 
generosity). Another is the idea that 
religion is all about the next life (“thy 
will be done on earth,” Jesus taught us 
to pray).  

Colonial attitudes have brought our 
world into crises of racism, sexism, 
environment, climate, economics and 
violence. I believe it is time for our 
church to unhook from its support 
of establishment and privilege, and 
reconnect with Jesus and his teachings. 
But how do we do that? How do we 
repent of attitudes so deep we can 
scarcely even see them?  

Two crises have helped us do that in 
the past few decades. The first crisis 
was around sexuality. Back in 1988 
the United Church concluded a study 
of human sexuality by affirming that 
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sexual orientation, in and of itself, was 
no barrier to membership or ministry 
in the church. That challenged our 
heterosexist “normal,” and helped 
us to see some of our oppressive 
(colonial) attitudes. At the same time, 
the 1986 Apology to First Nations (and 
the subsequent apology around the 
Residential Schools, and the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission that arose 
from that) helped us to see that we 
had been complicit in an attempt at 
genocide and exposed our racism.  

Listening to LGBTQ voices – we call it 
“Affirming Ministry” – is a part of this 
attempt to find a post-Colonial church, 
and we are used to doing this. What is 
perhaps newer for us is to intentionally 
listen to indigenous voices – we call it 
“reconciliation and right relations.”  

One of our 1100 Days initiatives is 
to gather a group of church leaders 
from several denominations – Roman 
Catholic, United Church, Presbyterian, 
Anglican, Lutheran, and Unitarian – to 
sit before a group of indigenous elders, 
to build relationship and trust, and 
to learn. Three of us at Knox will be 
part of this process, which is funded 
by all of the denominations and also 
by the United Church Justice and 
Reconciliation Fund. We hope to begin 
sessions with the elders in the fall, 
and conclude the process by Easter 
of 2019. Our goal is to build trust and 
relationship, but also to chart a course 
– together with the elders and at their 
direction – towards reconciliation and 
right relations, a post-colonial way of 
being church. Stay tuned!  

The Antiphonal organ is about 50% 
complete. All of the heavy pieces 

(wind chests), and pieces too large 
to go through the door of the 

antiphonal division (expression box 
frames) had to be lifted through 

the front facade by 5 people and a 
Genie lift. Scaffolding was also up 
and down within a 24 hour period.

So far, the Antiphonal organ 
incorporates one of the original 
stops from 1912 – a violone 8’ – 
which was discovered in the bell 

tower. In addition, a very nice 
trumpet from St.Michael’s/All Angels 

Anglican church in Calgary is now 
installed and working. (The church 

was torn down, and the organ 
saved, when the city widened the 
TransCanada Highway/16 Ave NW 

over 20 years ago.)

From Chellan:  
Steve has been working 12 hours 
a day for the past 3 weeks in his 

“Antiphonal tower” – and is making 
sure that everything is ‘sound and 
solid’ – from the main structures, 
to pipe installation, to computer 
technology (that will speak to the 
main organ console). This is a job 

that can’t be rushed. We are thrilled 
that we will have 2 or 3 ranks of 
pipes ready for the festival. You 
can already hear a change in the 

sound (it’s richer!) with the addition 
of the trumpet and violone pipes. 

The other ranks will be installed this 
summer, giving Knox church a rich 

and saturated ‘surround’ sound with 
about 5900 pipes singing from front 

and back!  

Knox is hosting 3 evening concerts as part of the Calgary Organ Festival

Join us for some country, gospel, folk, and fiddle music on Sunday, July 8, as we worship together during the annual 
Calgary Stampede celebrations. Don’t miss the special prelude starting at 10:15 – featuring fiddle music by Gwen 

Gillespie. Gwen has been singing with the Knox Choir since 1946, and she’s been playing the fiddle for just as long! 
Bring your friends to the worship service, and don’t forget to wear your western duds! 

Knox Organ Report

Concerts

Stampede Sunday Service

from Organ Technician, Steve Miller

Monday, July 2 @ 8 pm 
Ryan Jackson, Canadian organist now based in NYC

Tuesday, July 3 @ 8 pm
Paul Halley, Grammy award winning 
composer and performer, will play 
solo organ, as well as feature duets 
and trios he has composed. Moving 
to the piano for these gems, he will 
be joined by his son, Nick Halley on 

harpsichord, and Knox Music Director, 
Chellan Hoffman on organ.

Wednesday, July 4 @ 8 pm
Earth Mass Missa Gaia - Knox choir 
members join a 60-voice choir, and 
Carol Johnson is a featured soloist! 

Paul Halley plays piano, Chellan 
Hoffman on organ, and a groovy band 

of percussionists, guitar, bass, cello, 
oboe, sax will make this a  

memorable concert!
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Contributor’s Corner

–Josh Gordon

Good Morning Everyone,
While our total donations figure seems thin versus 
budget I’m actually very happy with it. I check our 

records and since 2013 this was our second strongest 
first 5.5 months of the year (and the strongest was only 
$375 more!). I think that’s an amazing accomplishment 
and something for us to celebrate! Thank you all very 

much for your generosity.

In this month’s post I wanted to spend less time on the 
dollars and cents and more time on appreciation. First 
off, thank you very much to the congregation for your 

bold and unanimous support for going forward with the 
loan from the Calgary Foundation. As the one who’s 

crunched the numbers and recrunched (and crunched 
a final time for good measure) I’m fully aware of how 

big a commitment this is from the congregation. It was 
very heartening to see the support for the vision we’re 
pursuing and the bravery to commit to investing for the 
future. I appreciate that four congregational meetings in 
the first half of the meeting is a lot. However, everyone 

on council thinks it’s vital to keep everyone updated and 
this is one great way of communication. A big thank you 

to the volunteers and paid staff who help us pull  
them together!

Secondly, a big thank you to the Knox Foundation 
for their wonderful gift of $105,000 to Knox United 

Church! As we discussed at the congregational meeting, 
council has decided to direct those funds towards 

the development of the Annex (Pit) for the potential 
daycare partnership. Those funds will go a big, big, big 
way towards closing the gap (especially with the help 
of the $200,000 grant from the Calgary Foundation—
well done Kay & Team!) and covering the cost of the 

basement. The revenue from that project will go a long 
way towards keeping Knox financially sustainable over 

the long-term. 

One of the principles of Knox is extravagant generosity. 
I think that’s a principle we see in action every day at 

Knox. Thank you again for your giving of time, money, 
and attention. As always, if you have any finance 

questions please feel free to ask!

Donations: 85.2% YTD Plan for Jan 1 to June 15

$115 350 in Donations

$135 308 Budgeted
On June 2, Dave Holmes and Sharon Montgomery facilitated 
a workshop on decolonizing. Over a dozen volunteers from 
the justice teams helped to make this day-long workshop a 
great success. About forty people attended, and feedback in 
both oral and written form has been very positive.  

The intent of the workshop was to deepen our knowledge of 
colonialism. Dave explained how colonialism is, essentially, 
the belief that our culture is superior to others'. To start, 
each participant stood at their position on the continuum 
between colonialism and reconciliation. Then we told 
our own stories of our parents and grandparents in table 
groups of 5-6 people. This showed the  diversity of our 
histories. A common theme was hard work, resilience, and 
independence. Many came to Canada because of the 
promise of cheap/free land. Many came to escape war, 
poverty, or persecution in their ‘home’ land. Many knew little 
about the indigenous people who were already living here. 
Many respected law, order, and the hierarchical structures 
of their first country. Many had dark secrets from their 
past which they kept from their children. Many changed 
their historical prejudices to accept different religions and 
cultures. Most colonists were from northern European 
countries, and they generally considered their own culture 
superior, particularly to that of those with a darker skin. 
They valued freedom, education, and hard work. Traditional 
class, property, and gender-based actions reflected their 
upbringing. They thought they were inclusive, but few knew 
indigenous people. 

After a catered lunch, we listened to Dr. Troy Patenaude, a 
cultural anthropologist. Troy invited audience opinions of 
what represents Canada, then led us through the history of 
indigenous people already living here before Canada was 
settled by colonists. He compared our Canadian identity to 
that of a river that is shaped by the riverbed of indigenous 
culture. Through a fascinating and clear power-point 
presentation, Troy’s wide vision and knowledge led us to a 
deeper understanding of colonialism.

In a closing circle people spoke about what they would take 
home from the day.  We did not form a committee to pursue 
a further workshop about UNDRIP.  The people in the justice 
working groups will decide how to conduct further adult 
education on these issues for the church year 2018/19.  

A big thanks to all those who worked tirelessly to make the 
workshop meaningful, deepening, and enlightening. May 
many blessings follow as we journey together. 

Our Home  
on Native Land


